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Kansas.

Nebraska.

Arizona, Indian T., New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
Delaware.

Towa.

Florida.

Montana, N. Dakota, S. Dakota, and Wyoming.
Missouri and Arkansas.

Rhode Island.

Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, and Utah.

Indiana.

North Carolina and South Carolina.
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. Cotton production and statistics of cottonseed products: 1905.
. Manufactures: 1905. New Hampshireand Vermont.

Connecticut.

. ————  Alabama.

Virginia and West Virginia.

. Statistics of cities having a population of 8,000 to 25,000: 1903.
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Kentucky and Tennessee.
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Manufactures: 1905.

New Jersey.

Georgia.

Wisconsin.

United States.

Ohio.

New York.

Pennsylvania.

Canning and preserving, rice cleaning and polishing,
and the manufacture of beet sugar.

Glass and clay products.

Supply and distribution of cotton, August 31, 1906.

Manufactures: 1905. Butter, cheese, and condensed milk,
flour and grist mill products, and starch.

Coke.

—— Automobiles and bicyceles and trieycles.

—— Metal working machinery.

Child labor in the District of Columbia.

Massachusetis.

T

Manufactures: 1905. Petroleum refining.

Estimates of population: 1904, 1905, 1906.

Manufactures: 1905. Boots and shoes, leather, and leather
gloves and mittens.

———  Electrical machinery, apparatus, and supplies,

———  Textiles.

Agricultural implements.

. Cotton production: 1906.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

Manufactures: 1905. Lumber and timber products.

Iron and steel and tin and terne plate.

Printing and publishing.

Paper and wood pulp.

Shipbuilding.

Musical instruments, attachments, and materials.

Slaughtering and meat packing, manufactured ice,
and salt.

Carriages and wagons, and the steam and street rail-
road car industry.

Pens and pencils, buttons, needles, pins, an d hooks
and eyes, oilcloth and linoleum, and turpentine
and rosin.

Jopper, lead, and zine, smelting and refining.

Tobacco.

Power employed in manufactures.

Population of Oklahoma and Indian Territory: 14907,

Supply and distribution of cotton, August 31, 1907,

Transportation by water: 1906. United States.

Manufactures: 1905. Chemicalsand allied products.

Earnings of wage-ecarners.

Statistics of employees, executive civil service: 1907.

Cotton production: 1907.

Marriage and divorce: 1887-1906.
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Note.—Bulletins in this list, except those marked with an asterisk (*), may be obtained upon application to the Director of the Census.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEP:’&R’I‘MENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR,
‘ Bureav orF THE CENSUS,
Washington, D. C., December 15, 1908.
Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a bulletin on marriage and divorce.

A compilation of data relating to these subjects covering the years 1887 to 1906 inclusive has been made
by this Bureau in conformity to a joint resolution of Congress approved February 9, 1905. This is the second
statistical investigation of this character which the Federal Government has authorized, the earlier one covering
the twenty years from 1867 to 1886 inclusive, being made by the Department (now Bureau) of Labor.

The complete report, which presents in full detail the statistics for the twenty years covered by this
investigation and also in more summary form the statistics compiled at the earlier investigation, is being
issued in two parts. Part IT, containing the extended tables, has already been published, while Part I,
containing the text discussion of the statistics, a summary of the laws relating to marriage and divorce in the
United States, and also of the laws and statistics relating to these subjects in foreign countries, is nearly ready
for publication.

The present investigation was conducted under the supervision of Mr. William C. Hunt, chief statistician
for population in this Bureau, with the advice and cooperation of Hon. Carroll D. Wright, who, as Commissioner
of Labor, prepared the former report on this subject. The bulletin herewith submitted was prepared by
Dr. Joseph A. Hill, chief of the division of revision and results in this Bureau.

Very respectfully,

. Director.
Hon. Oscar S. STRAUS,

Secretary of Commerce and Labor. ®



MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

By Josger A. Hirw, Ph. D.

The compilation of statistics of marriage and
divorce which has just been completed by the
Bureau of the Census covers a period of 20 years—
from 1887 to 1906, inclusive. It is the second
statistical investigation of this character authorized
by the Federal Government, the earlier inquiry being
carried out through the agency of the Department
(now Bureau) of Labor.

The former inquiry, like the present, covered a
period of 20 years—from 1867 to 1886, inclusive—so
that, taken together, the two investigations comprise
a compilation of the marriage and divorce statistics
of the United States for a period of 40 years.

A detailed report presenting the results of the pres-

ent inquiry, and including also a summarization of
figures presented in the former report, which is now
out of print, will be published at an early date. In
the meantime this bulletin has been prepared with a
view to presenting at once a summary of the results
with as much detail as will perhaps be desired by the
general public, the full report being available for
special students and investigators.

The statistics of marriages for a few states were
copied from published state reports; and elsewhere
were compiled from the records of county clerks or
other registration officials. The divorce statistics
were compiled from the records of the courts granting
divorces.

The area covered by this inquiry was restricted to
continental United States, no attempt being made to
compile statistics for Alaska, Hawaii, or any other
outlying territory.

MARRIAGE STATISTICS.

The statistics of marriages are confined to a mere
enumeration of the number of marriages. It was

not deemed practicable to compile any details such as
the ages of the contracting parties, prior marital status,
place of birth, ete. At the former investigation, cov-
ering the years 1867 to 1886, marriage returns were
secured for only 1,728 out of 2,627 counties, or about
two-thirds of the total number. The returns secured
by the present investigation were much more com-
plete. Out of 2,803 counties, not including those in
the state of South Carolina, where no marriages are
recorded, there were only 164 for which the returns
were not complete and only 28 for which they were
entirely lacking.

The total number of marriages recorded by the
present investigation was 12,832,044. The number
recorded for each year with the increase, as compared
with the preceding year, is shown in the following
table:

MARRIAGES.
YEAR. Increase
N OVOr Pres
Number. ceding
year.
LTS3 Y PR 12,832,044 [.coeennnnnn-
853,200 48,503
804,787 23,642
781,145 14,987
786,132 39,399
746,733 30,112
716,621 31,337
0685, 284 34,074
650,610 24,065
625,655 3,305
622,350 8,477
613,873 15,018
598,855 32,604
566,161 112,612
578,673 803
577,870 15,458
562,412 19,875
542, 537 11,080
531,457 26,927
. 504,530 21,461
FR: PR N 483,000 |..ioovenrinn

M



DracraM 1.—Annual number of marriages: 1887 to 1906.

376.000 §00,000 625,000 750,000 876,000

It is a well-established fact that the marriage rate
is quickly responsive to changes in economic condi-
tions, increasing in periods of prosperity and declining
after a commercial crisis or panic, or during ‘‘hard
times.” The fluctuations in the annual increase in the
number of marriages shown in the preceding table are
significant of this tendency. Especially noteworthy
is the small increase shown for the year 1893, and the
actual decrease in the succeeding year. Undoubtedly
this reflects the influence of the financial panic of
1892. In the third year following (1895) there was
an exceptionally large increase, which, not improba-
bly, represented the accumulation of marriages tem-
porarily postponed. DBut even this large increase
apparently did not malke good the falling off occasioned
by the panic; forin the 5 years ending with 1892 the
annual increase in marriages was about 19,000, and
had that increase continued for the next 3 years the
number of marriages in 1895 would have been 635,000.
This is greater by about 36,000 than the number
actually recorded. After 1895 the increase again
declined to something like a normal figure in 1896,
and to an abnormally small figure in 1898.

If the average annual increase in marriages during
the 5 years ending with 1892 had continued for the next
6 years, the aggregate number of marriages contracted
during the latter period would have been 3,865,380,
whereas, in fact, it was only 3,605,567—a deficiency
of 259,813. It may be presumed that a large propor-

8

tion of the persons represented by this difference never
contracted marriage. This suggests a loss to the
community, not ordinarily thought of in considering
the effects of periods of financial depression.

After the year 1898 come 5 years of large annual
increases coinciding with a period of commercial pros-
perity. Perhaps this represents in part a recovery of
ground lost during the preceding period. The decrease
of 1904 again reflects the recurrence of a financial
panic, less violent than that of 1892, and of briefer
duration. In 1905 there was a normal increase; and
our record closes with the year 1906 in which the
increase was greater than in any other year during the
20-year period.

Marriage rates.—This investigation provides for the
first time an adequate basis for computing a mar-
riage rate for the entire United States, and for
each state and territory. It is true that the returns
were not complete in all parts of the country. C(er-
tain counties are lacking for one or more years.! But
for the purpose of computing rates these counties
may be eliminated, i. e., their population can be
deducted from the total population on which the
marriage rate is based, and the deficient number of
marriages Teported in these counties can similarly be
deducted from the total number of marriages. There
still remain the unknown deficiencies, which may
have resulted from negligence in keeping the records
in counties where the returns are ostensibly complete.
These deficiencies can not be eliminated, but, it is
believed, they are not serious enough to destroy the
statistical value of the rates as computed.

For the year 1900 the marriage rate based on the
total population of continental United States, and
including the total number of marriages reported, was
90 per 10,000 population, or 9 per 1,000 population.
Excluding those counties for which marriage returns
were lacking or incomplete, the rate becomes 9.3 per
1,000 population—a difference not very material.
For 1890 these rates are respectively 8.7 and 9.1 per
1,000 population, indicating an increase in the mar-
riage rate in the decade 1890 to 1900.

More significant are marriage rates based on the
adult unmarried population, including, that is, the
single, widowed, and divorced. For the United States
the marriage rate per 1,000 unmarried population 15
years of age and over is 32.1, which would mean that
in each year something over 3 per cent of the unmar-
ried adult population marry.

1 The number of counties for which the returns are lacking for
one or more years is shown on page 30.



mm—— =
MARRIAGES: ANNUAL AVERAGE.!
|
| Unmarried
m _ I Per 10,000
CENSUS. " : °f3é1§§.p“ Il’g%l:‘glramgg Per 10,000 ummixr%i_ed
i ' m er 10, population
; agedand over.|  Total. | 5 F IR 15%’9!}!‘8 o
» 1 age and
‘ over.
- — I I
UNCORRECTED TOTALS.
1800 __......... 75,004, 575 21,959, 038 684,981 90 312
1890 J1Illllll 202,047,714 | 318,073, 009 548,779 87 304
EXCLUSIVE OF COUNTIES FOR WHICH MARRIAGE RETURNS ARE
LACKING OR INCOMPLETE.
1900, _.......... 73,385,121 | 421,261, 642 682, 640 93 321
1890 . | ....o...l] %59,313,546 | £17,029, 598 538, 891 91 316
—— R

1 For the 5-year period of which the census year was the median year.

2 Includes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations.

8 Includes the estimated population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations.
+ Fstimated.

"The marriage rates are higher in the South than in
the North. Outside the South the highest marriage
rates prevail in the middle West.

Marriage

rate per
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. ?ﬁ%ﬁ%’ét
population:

1900.

Continental United States........oooiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiniinanans 321
North Atlantic diviSIon . ......c.viiiiiiiiii i eiieaiaaaas 260
South Atlantic division. . . . . . 350
North Central division. 322
South Central division. R 436
Westerndivision ........ e 273

Of the states and territories Indian Territory has
thie highest marriage rate (55.5 per 1,000 unmarried
adult population) and California the lowest (22.8).
(See Table 5.) It should be noted, however, that
the rate for California is for the state exclusive of San
Francisco county, where the records were destroyed by
the earthquake in 1906.! Ten states or territories had
a rnarriage rate in excess of 40 per 1,000 unmarried
adultpopulation: Tennessee (40.4), Georgia (42.2),Utah
(43), Alabama (43.7), Mississippi (45.9), Oklahoma
(4.6), Florida (46.8), Texas (47.5), Arkansas (54.4),
and Indian Territory (55.5). Six states had a rate
below 25: Wyoming (24.9), Massachusetts (24.7),
Montana (24.6), Delaware (23.6), Connecticut (23.2),
and California (22.8). It is not improbable that the
rates may be affected in some degree by variations in
the completeness with which marriages are recorded
im different states and territories.

* Recent marriage returns for California compiled by the state
registrar give a marriage rate of 115 per 10,000 estimated population
in 1907. This would indicate that the rate based on unmarried
adult population would be about 30 per 10,000.

68624—Bull. 96—09 2

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS MARRYING

ANNUALLY.
1896 to 1905.1 1886 to 1895.
COUNTRY.
Per 10,000 Per 10,000
Per 10,000 | marriage~ || Per 10,000 | marriage-
population. able popu- || population.| able popu-
lation. lation.
Austria. .. 159 562 157 530
Bavaria...
Belgium
enmark .
England and Wales
Finland.....
France...........

Hungary proper..
Ireland prop

Spain...
Sweden. ..
Switzerland....
United States......
Ontario, Canada. .. e
Manitoba, Canada..............
British Columbia, Canada......
Australin. oo iaooiiiiiia et
New South Wales..
Vietoria..........
Queensland.. ..
South Australia
Western Austral
Tasmania

|

1 For the United States the rate is based on the average annual number of mar-
riages, 1898 to 1902; for Canada, on the number regortcd inthe year 1901; for Russia,
on the average annual number, 1893 to 1902, and the census of 1897; for the Aus-
tralian states, on the average annual number, 1900 to 1902.

In the above table still another basis for marriage
rates has been introduced for the purpose of com-
parison with the statistics of foreign countries. This
is the number of persons marrying in proportion to
the marriageable population. The number of per-
sons marrying is, of course, twice the number of mar-
riages, and whatever population basis may be adopted,
a rate obtained by using the former number will be
simply twice the rate obtained by using the latter.
The ‘‘marriageable population” employed in obtaining
the above rates includes all unmarried (single, wid-
owed, or divorced) males 18 years of age and over, and
all unmarried females 15 years of age and over. There
is a basis for an age distinction both in law and in
custom. The legal marriageable age is usually
younger for women and they usually marry younger.
The above age limits correspond to the legal marriage-
able age in France and some other European countries.
In computing the rate for the United States, it has
been assumed that all males under 18 are single. The
exact facts can not be ascertained because in the
Census reports the marital condition of the population
is not shown by single years of age, but only by 5-year
periods, 15 to 19, 20 to 24, etc.

For the period 1886 to 1895 the marriage rate
based on total population is higher in the United

States than in any other country for which figures are



presented in the preceding table, but based on mar-
riageable population the rate in the United States is
not so high as it is in Hungary and is hardly higher than
in Saxony. For the period 1896 to 1905 the marriage
rate based on total population is higher in Western
Australia than in the United States; based on mar-
riageable population the rate is again higher in the
United States than in any other country for which
figures are given except Hungary, while Saxony is as
before the country which ranks next to the United
States.

DIVORCE STATISTICS.

The court records, from which the divorce statistics
were compiled, are not, of course, kept with any spe-
cial reference to the requirements of the statistician.
Nevertheless, it was found practicable to compile
from these records many facts which have great value
for the purpose of a sociological or statistical study
of the subject of divorce. The facts called for by the
schedules or cards used in compiling the divorce data
were the following:

. State or country in which married.
. Date of marriage.

. Date of separation.

. Date of filing petition.

. Who was libellant?

How was notice served?

‘Was case contested?

. Was decree granted?

. Date of decree or judgment.

. Number of years married.

11. Cause for which divorced.

12. If not direct, was intemperance an indirect cause?
13. Kind of divorce.

14. Number of children.

15. Was alimony asked?

16. Wag alimony granted?

17. Occupation of parties.

18. Residence of libellee.

=)
S ©®wNm TR W

Fairly complete and satisfactory returns were se-
cured for all these items of inquiry except that relat-
ing to occupations. The occupation of the husband
was recorded in only about one-fourth of the total
number of divorces. Naturally an occupation return
for the wife was still more rare, because of the proba-
bility that she had no industrial employment in a
great majority of the cases. .

Divorce returns for the present investigation are
entirely lacking for only 6 counties. But there were
other counties in which the record is lacking or
incomplete for one or more years. -

Increase in divorces.—The total number of divorces
returned by this investigation, which covers the 20
years from 1887 to 1906, inclusive, was 945,625. In
the preceding investigation, covering the 20 years from

1867 to 1886, inclusive, the number reported was

328,716, or hardly more than one-third (34.8 per cent)
of the number recorded in the second 20 years. In

10

each instance the returns for a few counties in the
United States were lacking, either entirely or for a
part of the period, usually because of the destruction
of the records by fire or other cause. These omissions
are not believed to be serious enough to impair the
statistical value of the totals for the United States or
for the individual states.

The increase in the number of divorces in continen-
tal United States in each successive 5-year period
was as follows:

DIVORCES.
| Inerease over pre-
PERIOD OF YEARS. i ceding 5-year
Total period,
number. et
Numlwr.g Por cont.
H
- o
1902 60 1906 .. oo i e i 332, (42 71900 brA)
1897 t0 1901 ..o 260, 720 65,781 387
1892 60 1896, o eee e s 194, 639 30015 | 23,9
1887 L0 1801 ... iee 157, 324 0, (13 | B4
1882 to 1886.. 117,411 ] .
1877 to 1881 89,284
1872 to 1876. 48, 7
1867 to 1871. 53, 574

These statistics indicate that the normal rate of in-
crease in each 5-year period is about 30 per cent.
The smallest percentage of increase is that shown for
the 5 years 1892 to 1896. This, it will be remembered,
was a period of commercial depression and ‘‘hard
times.” The fact that in such periods the increase of
divorces is checked or retarded was clearly indicated
by a study based upon the statistics obtained by the
former investigation. (See A Study in Vital Statistics,
by Walter F. Willcox, Political Science Quarterly, Vol.
VIIL) Itisbest shown by the variations in the annual
increase in the number of divorces. The effect of com-
mercial crises upon the figures is very apparent,
although not fully accounting, perhaps, for all the
variations in the amount of the annual increase.

i
DIVORCRS, 1 ‘ DIVORCES.
B S —— : ?.. —
YEAR. Inerease | YEAR. l Tueresse
Total |over pre- i Total |over pre-
number. | ceding | i number, | eeding
year. | | year.

72,062 4,086 ! 2,063
67,976 1,77 478
66, 199 1,274 (1771
64,925 3,445 1,086
61,480 496 1,350
60,984 5,233 1,08
55,751 4,314 2,580
51,437 3,588 4
47,849 3,150 2
44,699 1,762 887
42,937 2,550 588
40,387 ,819 Pl
37,568 100 £33
37,468 889 6h
36,579 1,039 804
35,540 2,079 24
33,461 1,726 23
31,735 3,066 TS
28,669 750 3
7,919 2,384 || 1867, .. ...l 9,087 L.l
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DiscraM 2.—Annual number of divorces: 1867 to 1906.

4 12,000

24.000 36,000 ‘48,000 40,000 72,000

1908
1905
1804
1808
1902
1901
1900
1899
1898
1897
1806
1895
1894
1893
1892
1891
1890
1888
1888
1887
1886
1885
1884
1883
1882
1881
1880

1870
1878
1877
1878
1875
1874
1878
1872
1871
1870
1868
1888
1887

It is natural to inquire how the increase in the num-
ber of divorces compares with the increase in popula-
tion. The comparison for census years is shown in
the following tabular statement:

DIVORCES. POPULATION.
‘ Di-
Increase over Increase over Popu- | vorces
CENSUS preceding preceding lation | per
YEAR. | TPotal | census year. census year. 1o one | 100,000
nwm- Total. divorce.| popu-
Der. I lation.
Num- | Per Per
ber. |cent. Number. | oont.
1900. ..... 55,751 | 22,200 | €6.6 || 75,994,575 | 13,046,861 | 20.7 || 1,363 73
1890...... 83,461 | 13,798 | 70.2 ||162,947,714 | 12,791,931 | 25.5 || 1,881 53
880...... 9,663 | 8,701 | 79.4 || 50,155,783 | 11,597,412 | 30.1 || 2,551 39
1870...... 10,962 i .............. 38,558,871 [.oeiieunanelenannn 3,517 28

!Includes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations, specially
enumerated.

The number of divorces granted in the year 1870
was 10,962; in 1880 it was 19,663, an increase of 79.4
per cent. Population in the same interval increased
only 30.1 per cent. The percentage of increase both
for divorces and for population shows a decline in the
two succeeding decades—1880 to 1890 and 1890 to
1900. But as compared with the growth of popula-
tion, the increase in divorces was greatest in the last

| decade, the percentage of increase for divorces (66.6)
being then more than three times that for population
(20.7), whereas in the decade 1870 to 1880, the former
percentage (79.4) was only about two and two-thirds
times the latter (30.1).

The preceding table is confined to census years, these
being the only years in which the population of the
United States is definitely known. The statistics of
divorce, however, come down to the year 1906; and
the population for quinquennial years may be esti-
mated with a sufficient approach to accuracy for the
purpose of this comparison, as is done in the following
table:

DIVORCES, POPULATION.
R Divor-
Popu-

) Inerease. Incroase. lation | €68 per
YEAR. Anmual| o to one 11(’)2,%1??
aver- Total. dtvoree.| i

age.! | Num- | Per Num- Per

ber. |cent. ber. cent.
1905. ..... 67,701 | 12,280 | 22.1 | 282,574,305 | 6,579,620 | 8.7 || 1,218 82
1900......] 55,502 | 14,800 | 36.7 || 75,904,575 | 6,523,431 | 9.4 || 1,369 73
1895...... 40,612 | 7,415 | 22,3 /260,471,144 | 6,523,430 | 10.4 || 1,711 58
1890...... 33,197 | 8,573 | 34.8 [1862,047,714 | 6,305,966 | 11.3 1,800 53
1885...... 24,024 | 5,481 | 28,6 |1 250,651,748 | 6,305,965 | 12.8 2,207 44
1880...... 148 | 4,774 | 33.2 || 50,155,783 | 5,708,706 | 13.1 || 2,620 38
1875... ... 14,369 | 3,162 | 28.2 || 244,357,077 | 5,798,706 | 15.0 3,087 32
1870...... 1107 IR N 38,568,371 |, evvimiiiin e 3,441 29

1 Theaveragois thatof tho 5-year period of which the year given is the median
yezu; oﬂ:cgggg 3{;(?.&;.for 1905, which is the average of the 4 years 1903to 1006, inelusive.

# Includes population of Indian Territory and Indian reservations.

In the above table the population for 1905 is that
obtained by the method of estimating adopted by
the Census Bureau; the estimated population for the
earlier intercensal quinquennial years is obtained by
adding one-half the decennial increase to the popula-
tion enumerated at the preceding census.

Divorce rates—The fact that divorces have in-
sreased more rapidly than population means, of course,
that they are more numerous in proportion to popula-
tion than they were formerly, thus confirming the pop-
ular impression that divorce is becoming more com-
mon. The divorce rate, based upon population, is
shown in the last two columns of the above table. The
ratio is expressed in two ways, first by giving the pop-
ulation to each divorce, and then by giving the num-
ber of divorces in every 100,000 of population. The
one ratio is, of course, reducible to the other.

The divorce rate based on total population was
almost three (or more accurately two and five-eighths)
times as great in 1905 as it was in 1870. The con-
trast may perhaps be more effectively presented as
follows: If the number of divorces in proportion to
population had been the same in 1905 as it was in
1870 the absolute number of divorces reported in
1905 would have been only 24,000, whereas it was, in
fact, 67,791. In 1906 the actual number was 72,062,
while the ratio of 1870 would have resulted in only
24,398.




A more significant divorce rate perhaps is that based
upon the married population. This rate is as follows:

Married Divorces
. Divorces,| arTle per
o Married pop- 'l popula- | 100,000
CENSUS YEAR. ulation. aa‘.’nétrxgaal 1| tion'to | married
€871 one | popula-
divorce. tion.
27,770,101 55, 502 500 200
222,447,769 33,197 676 148
317,908, 092 19,143 935 107
313,823,708 11,207 1,233 81

1 For the 5-year period of which the census year was the median year.

2 Includes estimated married popula ion of Indian Territory and of Indian res-
ervations.

3 Estimated.

The rates based upon married population are, of
course, much larger than those based upon total popu-
lation. But in general the movement of divorce, as
shown by the two sets of rates, is substantially the
same. DBased upon married population the divorce
rate in 1900 was two and one-half times as great as it
was in 1870; and the same increase is shown by the
rates as based upon total population.

The divorce rate in 1900 was 200 per 100,000 mar-
ried population, or 2 per 1,000 married population.
It may be assumed that 1,000 married people repre-
sent approximately 500 married couples. If there
were no absentee husbands or wives they would rep-
resent exactly that number. The divorce rate per
1,000 married couples, therefore, is approximately 4;
that is to say, 4 married couples out of every 1,000
were being divorced annually at the period repre-
sented by the figures for the year 1900. Ten years
before that the divorce rate was 148 per 100,000 mar-
ried population, or approximately 3 per 1,000 married
couples. In 1880 the rate was 107 per 100,000 (esti-
mated) married population, or about 2 per 1,000
married couples; in 1870 it was only 81 per 1,000
(estimated) married population, which is equivalent
to about 1} divorces per 1,000 married couples.

It is not easy to account for the wide variations in the
divorce rates in different states and territories (see
Table 7, page 42). The results are affected by a great
variety of influences. The composition of population
as regards race or nationality; the proportion of im-
migrants in the total population, and the countries
from which they came; the relative strength of the pre-
vailing religions, and particularly that of the Catholic
faith; the variations in divorce laws and in the pro-
cedure and practice of the courts granting divorce; the
interstate migration of population, either for the purpose
of obtaining a divorce or for economic or other reasons
not connected with divorce—all these are factors
which probably affect the divorce rate. It is perhaps
natural to look first of all to the figures for the state of
South Dakota. But the divorce rate in that state (270
per 100,000 married population) although above the
average, is by no means the highest in the several states.
It is bhardly higher than in North Dakota (268), and
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not as high as in Indiana (355), which has the highest
" divorce rate of any state east of the Mississippi. Still
higher rates prevail in Texas (391) and in Arkansas
(399). In general the rates are highest in the Western
states, the highest rate shown for any state being that
for the state of Washington (513). Next comes the
state of Montana with a rate of 497, and then Colorado,
where the rate is 409.

Classification with respect to Libellant.—Almost ex-
actly two-thirds, 66.6 per cent, of the total number of
divorces granted in the period covered by this inves-
tigation were granted to the wife. In other words,
the divorces obtained by the wife are twice as numer-
ous as those obtained by the husband.

Without any reference to the question of which
party is the more frequently responsible for the marital
unhappiness that leads to divorce, it may be said that
the wife has a legal ground for divorce more fre-
quently than the husband; that is to say, although
the law may make no distinction between the parties
to a marriage as regards the grounds on which a divorce
may be granted, there are certain well-known and
comparatively common grounds that are more readily
applicable as against the husband than as against the
wife. Notably there is nonsupport or neglect to pro-
vide, which, for the husband seeking divorce, is not
ordinarily an available ground, although the present
investigation found 6 cases in the state of Utah in
which the husband obtained a divorce for neglect to
provide. Again, cruelty, although not infrequently
the ground for divorces granted to husbands is, at least
so far as it is physical cruelty, more often existent
as a cause for the wife's seeking a divorce. Five
divorces for cruelty are granted to the wife for every
1 granted to the husband. (See page 14.)

DIVORCES.
Granted to Granfed to
YEAR. hugband. wife.
Total || o
number. ‘ Per
Number. cg‘lf,‘ Numbvr.;{ cont.
e

945, 625 316,149 | 33.4 | 629,470 N
72,062 23,455 | 32.5 48,607 © 07.5
67,076 || 22,220 | 32.7 | 45,756, 01.3
,199 22,189 | 33.5 44,010 | 669
04, 325 21,321 1 32.8 43,604 GZ. 2
61,480 20,036 | 32.6 41,424 7.4
60,984 20,008 | 32.8 40,976+ 67.2
55,751 18,620 | 33.4 37,131 066.6
51,437 16,925 1 32.9 34,5125 67.1
47,849 15,988 | 33.4 31,861 | 06.6
44,699 14,765 | 33.0 29,934 | 67.0
42,937 14,448 | 33.6 28,489 | 66. 4
0,387 13,456 | 33.3 20,931 Qb. 7
37,568 12,551 | 33.4 25,017 bﬁ 6
37,468 12,590 | 33.6 24,878 | 066.4
36,579 12,577 | 34. 4 24,002 | 65.6
35,540 12,478 | 35.1 23,002 64.9
33,461 11,625 | 34.7 21,836 ; 65.3
31,735 11,126 | 35.1 20,609 629
28, 669 10,022 { 35.0 18,647 b‘_’g
27,919 9,729 | 34.8 18,190 | 65.2
328,716 112,540 | 34.2 | 216,176 65.8
1882 t0 1886. .. 117,811 39,499 | 33.7 77,812 66.§
1877 to 1881. 30 786 | 34.5 58, 49§ 65.5
1872 to 1876. 23 130 | 33.7 45,417 66,3
1867 to 1871. 19, 125 35.7 34,448 ) 643




The proportion of divorces granted to husband and
wife, respectively, remained very constant throughout
the 40 years from 1867 to 1906, as is shown by the
preceding table. But the returns by states show wide
variations as between different sections of the country.
(See Table 12, page 49.) In the North Atlantic divi-
sion the percentage of divorces granted to wives in the
Period 1887 to 1906 is 68.8; in the North Central divi-
sion itis 71.7; and in the Western, 72.3. But in the
South Atlantic division it is only 53.1, and in the South
Central 56.2. In many of the Southern states more
divorces are granted to husbands than to wives.

The range of variation for the Northern and West-
ern states extends from a percentage of 59 for North
Dakota to a percentage of 78.2 for Rhode Island. For
the Southern states, exclusive of the District of Co-
lumbia, the percentages range from 41.6 for Missis-
sippi to 66.4 for Tennessee. The percentage is higher
than that for Tennessce in every Northern and West-
ern state except Missouri (65.6), New York (65.4), New
Jersey (63.4), South Dakota (60.9), and North Dakota
(59). The percentage is lower than that for North
Dakota in every Southern state except Texas (60.3),
Indian Territory (61.4), Oklahoma (63), Maryland
(63.4), Delaware (64.9), Tennessee (66.4), and District
of Columbia (72.8).

It is natural to inquire whether a contrast between
the North and South, such as that here noted, may not
be attributed to the influence of the negro population
upon the figures for the South. It was not found possi-
ble to distinguish and tabulate separately the divorces
granted to negroes, but it is reasonably certain that
they form a large proportion of the total number of
divorces granted in Southern states. It has been esti-
mated that the proportion is not much below 75 per
cent.  This estimate is based largely upon the state-
ments of court clerks and divorce lawyers in Southern
states regarding the relative frequency of the divorces
granted to the two races.! If it is correct or approxi-
mately correct, the divorce statistics of the South
must reflect, to a large degree, conditions prevailing
armong negroes.

A study of figures by years indicates, however, that
the difference between the North and South, as regards
the proportion of divorces granted to wives, was about
as marked in 1867—the earliest year for which we
have statistics—as it is at the present time. It is

! The above estimate acquires a certain degree of confirmation
from the fact that of the total number of divorced persons reported
for Southern states (South Atlantic and South Central divisions) at
T welfth Census (1900), 51.1 percent werenegroes. In Mississippi the
percentagereaches83.6; in South Carolina, 80.5;and in Alabama, 73.8.
It is generally assumed, however, that the number of divorced
persons was deficient because of the probability that many per-
sons who were divorced reported themselves as single, or as wid-
owed; and it may be that this deficiency affected the figures for the
white divorced population more than those for the negro.
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hard to believe that divorces among negroes could have
attained much importance at that early date, and,
therefore, the inference is that the difference would
probably obtain in a comparison restricted to white
population. In general white women in the Northern
states have a greater degree of economic independence
than their southern sisters; i. e., they have more op-
portunities to obtain employment, and are more ac-
customed to the idea of earning their own living. This
may influence their attitude towards divorce, by mak-
ing them less dependent upon their husbands for sup-
port, and more ready to dissolve the marriage tie
when it becomes a cause of unhappiness or suffering.

In connection with this question the occupation
figures of the Twelfth Census are significant, not as ex-
plaining directly the differencenoted between the North
and South, but as indicating that a large proportion
of the women who have been divorced take up some
occupation. Of the total number of divorced women
enumerated at that census 55.3 per cent had some
gainful occupation. The percentage is higher than
for any other marital class, as the following tabular
statement indicates:

| FEMALE POPULATION 15 YEARS OF
AGE AND OVER: CENSUS OF 1900.

i
!
MARITAL CONDITION, l‘ Breadwinners.
i Total —
| Number. | Per cent.
|
1
B 24,203,163 | 5,007,069 20.6
Single! 7,014,610 | 3,309,665 43.5
Married . 13,842,180 775,924 5.6
Widowed 2,721,438 857,922 3.5
Divorced ... 114,935 63,558 53.3

1Including those whose marital condition was unknown.

Causes of divorce.—The most common single ground
for divorce is desertion. This accounts for 38.9 per
cent of all divorces (period 1887 to 1906); 49.4 per
cent, or almost one-half, of those granted to the hus-
band, and 33.6 per cent, or one-third, of those granted
to the wife.

The next most important ground of divorce is for
husbands, adultery, and for wives, cruelty. Of the
divorces granted to husbands (1887 to 1906) 28.7 per
cent were for adultery of the wife; and of those granted
to wives 27.5 per cent were for cruelty on part of the
husband. Only 10 per cent of the divorces granted to
wives were for adultery of the husband; and 10.5 per
cent of divorces granted to husbands were for cruelty
on part of the wife.

Drunkenness was the alleged sole ground for divorce
in 5.3 per cent of the cases in which the wife brought
suit, and in 1.1 per ‘cent of the cases in which the suit
was brought by the husband.



e A comparison for quinquennial periods, shown in the
DIVORCES: 1887 70 1900. table below, reveals some change in the relative im-
, prinei ses ivoree,
Total Granted to 115 | grantod o wite portance of the prm(,fpn.l causes of di | -
oL band. ) The per cent of divorces granted for adultery was
CAUSE. N . . . .
Fo Per per | smaller at the end than at the beginning of the 20-vear
T * M u ~ RTO I ¢
Num- | cont | Num- | cent | Num- Sent period,and the proportion granted for cruelty waslarger.
er. istri- T, istri- er. istri- L. . . - e e
bution. bution. bution. | Ttis interesting to note that inno other elass of divorees
| has the percentage of increase been so marked as in
AU e 2500 | 1000 | 861 | 100,002 | those granted to the husband for eruelty.  Anincrease
53,75 16.3 || 90,800 | 28.7 | 62,869 10.0 o , . e E e off
Sraetey %351%;% 28| sBIs| 0.5 gggg a8 of 238 per cent means that in the last 5 years of the
tion. . 6 . € 5 9. 2 3. 6 . . e v AT . . . -
Dinenncss 33%%8 29| 31432 L1 33’8?2 53 20-year period these divorces were 3} times as numer
L vi - 7] 2 - oy 1 £3 e . s
S s of sedig | © ) r’ g | OUSAS they were in the first 5 yvears. .
CBUSES, S10- o oareveereors 83,800 .40 1430) 45 74509 B The class which shows the next greatest inerease con-
AL Other CaUSES. - oo Biod) 1) 1800| ST) 08 6% gistsof those granted to the wife for neglect to provide
< ified........ 38,129 4.0 9,825 3.1 28,304 4.5 . . . . N "
A %o 21| &i| %ol Wil Lo | and next in importance, as regards rate of n;(.maw,
» the divorees granted to the wife for eruelty.
PO —T T —— come the divorces granted to the v A
DIVORCES.
: . e
i S Inerease 1902 to 1906
1902 to 1906. 1897 to 1901, 1802 to 1846, { 1887 to IN$1. uscompured with
CAUSE IRST to 180,
Per cent Per cent Per cent Percent !
Number. | distribu- | Number. | distribu- { Number. | distribu- | Number. | distribus | Number, i,l‘vrcwm,
tion. tion. tion. tion. I} . i
GRANTED TO HUSBAND.
................................................. 100,241 | 100.0| 86,306 | 100.0 | 65,622 1 54,201 |
1 20,5% 27.0 | 24,269 28.1( 19,956 .4 ‘
13678 | 125| 9385 0.0 6,068 X} ;
54,142 40.6 | 43,186 50.0 | 31,805 | .5 1 ¢
. 1,093 1.0 936 1.1 765 | 2 ; 01
Neglect to provide..........cc.c.ceeon.. ® 1 ™ 2 : e
Combinations of preceding causes, etc. .. - 4,805 4.4 3,681 4.3 3,190 .9 AR ;
AL GERET CAUSES . - - oeoesomeeoenoomeeeeeeo e oo 5,994 55| 4798 56| 3,836 58| 3308 62 26,
GRANTED TO WIFE.
ATLCAUSS. - -+ v e e eeeme e e e e e eans 223,401 | 100.0 | 174,414 | 100.0 | 120,317 |  100.0 | 102,344
AQUILETY « ool oeee oo e 21,360 9.6| 16,915 9.7 13,714 10.6 | 10,880 6 ||
S CEARE I A O T A T
....... . O N . . ) 3 3 Ll
]})Iumkenness..:... 1,94 5.3| 8,828 5.1 1913 5.3 5,807 5.3 6,545 121.3
eglect to provide. .......... 12,779 5.7 10,423 6.0 6,87 5.3 | 4,805 4.5 BV 173
Combinations of preceding causes, 25,013 W2 19,979 [ 1.5 15,757 2.2 18,77 13.5 1,243 81,8
All other causes? 6.2 11,000 6.4 , 414 6.5 ,826 6.7 6,922 10L4

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

The following table gives the proportion of divorces
granted to husband and wife under each principal
cause:

DIVORCES: 1887 TO 1906.
Granted to Granted to
CAUSE. husband. wife.
Total
number. P P

er er

Number. cent. Number. cent.
ALl CauSeS. o ieiei i 945,625 316,149 | 33.4 | 629,476 | 66.6
Adultery. ... .coooioiiiiii 90,890 | 59.1 62,869 | 40.9
Cruelty 33,178 | 16.1 | 173,047 | 83.9
Desertion 156,283 | 42.5 | 211,219 | 57.5
Drunkenness...... 3,436 | 9.4 3,080 | 90.6
Neglect to provide 34,670 61 (O 34,664 | 100.0
Combinations of preceding causes, etc. ,849 14,330 | 16.1 74,519 |- 83.9
All othercauses..............c....... 58,104 18,026 | 31.0 40,078 | 69.0
Causes specified. ................ 38,129 9,825 | 25.8 28,304 | 74.2
Cause UnKNOWI .. ... ......e... 19,975 8,201 | 41.1 11,774 | 58.9

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

2Inctudes cause unknown.

Of the common grounds of divorce adultery is the
only one for which the number of divorees granted to
the husband exceeds the number granted to the wife.
In 90,890, or 59.1 per cent of the total number of di-
vorces granted on this ground alone, the offense was
committed by the wife, and in 62,869, or 40.9 per cent
of the total number, it was committed by the hushand.
The difference may be attributed to the probability
that the offense when committed by the wife is less
likely to be condoned and perhaps more likely to be
discovered. In England, where every applicant for
absolute divorce must prove adultery committed by
the other party, the husband need prove this one
offense only, while the wife must prove in addition
some aggravating circumstance, such as cruelty or de-
sertion. In this country the laws of the several states,
with some exceptions, make no distinction between
husband and wife in this respect. But public senti-



ment doubtless condemns the offense in the wife more
strongly than in the husband, and possibly the courts
are in some degree influenced thereby.

Intemperance as a cause of dworce.—Drunkenness,
as already stated, was the sole cause of divorce in
36,516 cases, or 3.9 per cent of the total number of
divorces (1887 to 1906). It was a cause in combina-
tion with some other cause in 17,765 cases, or 1.9 per
cent of the total number. Therefore, it was a direct
cause, either alone or in combination with other causes,
in 54,281 cases, or 5.7 per cent of the total. Of di-
vorces granted to the wife the percentage for drunk-
enness either alone or in combination with other causes
was 7.9; of those granted to the husband, the corre-
sponding percentage, 1.4.

The attempt was made to ascertain also the number
of cases in which drunkenness or intemperance,
although not a direct ground for the divorce, was an
indirect or contributory cause. The number of such
cases was returned as 130,287, representing 13.8 per
cent of the total number of divorces. Probably this
number includes those cases in which the fact of in-
temperance was alleged in the bill of complaint or
established by the evidence, although not specified
among the grounds for which the divorce was granted.

The remaining cases are those in which there was no
reference to intemperance, or no evidence that intem-
Pperance existed as a contributory cause. In some of
these cases the record was so meager that the absence
of any mention of intemperance would justify no con-
clusions. But in the majority of instances it would
create a strong presumption that intemperance did
1ot exist or was not a contributory cause.

Intemperance was returned as an indirect cause in
14,878, or 4.7 per cent, of the divorces granted to
husbands; and in 115,409, or 18.3 per cent, of the
divorces granted to wives. It was a cause either di-
rect or indirect in 6.1 per cent of divorces to husbands;
and in 26.3 per cent, or more than ome-fourth, of
divorces to wives.

DIVORCES: 1887 TO 1906.
Total. Granted tohus- | Granted to wie.
7
Pex; I’ox;; I’m.;‘
cen cen cen
Number. | gicrri. || Number. | g Number. | giceri.
bution. bution. bution.
All cases ........... 045,625 | 100.0 || 816,149 [ 100.0 | 629,476 100.0
Intemperance a direct or
indi;Pect [63:00 184,568 19.5 19,269 6.1 | 165,299 26 3
Direct.. ....cceunnn.. 54,281 5.7 4,301 1.4 49,80 7.9
Separately....... 36,516 3.9 3,436 1.1 33,080 5.3
Incombination..| 17,765 | 1.9 "9s5| 0.3| 16,810 2.7
Indirect........- 130,28 13.8 14,878 4.7 | 115,409 18.3
All other cases........... 761,057 80.5 || 296,880 93.9 | 404,177 73.7
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Thg extent to which intemperance is present as a
contributory cause in cases in which it was not a direct
ground of divorce is shown by the following table:

DIVORCES (1887 To 1906) IN
WHICH INTEMPERANCE WAS
NOT A DIRECT CAUSE.

DIRECT CAUSE. Intemperance re-
turned as an in-
Total direct cause.
number.
Nuamber. | Percent.
GRANTED TO HUSBAND.

AllCauSeS. ... voiiiiiiiiii i 311,758 14,878 4.8
Adultery ....... ... 90,890 6,424 7.1
Cruelby ..o 33,178 3,281 9.3
Desertion...... caeeen -.| 156,283 3,398 2.2
Neglect to provide... [ 20 PR DO
Combinations of preceding causes, e 13,375 944 7.1
All other causes!.................. 18,026 831 4.6

GRANTED TO WIFE.

Al CAUSeS. . - it 579,586 | 115,409 19.9
AQUIOry - o it e 62,869 8,720 13.9
Cruelty.. .. co.o] 173,047 50,051 32.4
Desertion............ .- L. 211,219 24,345 11.5
Neglect to provide... .. 34,664 7,349 21.2
Combinations of preceding causes, etc .| 57.709 11,914 20.6
All other causes!a v ieeiiieinunaines . . 40,078 7,030 17.5

1Tncludes cause unknown.

It appears that intemperance existed as an indirect
cause of divorce in 19.9 per cent, or nearly one-fifth,
of the divorces granted to the wife on other grounds,
and in 4.8 per cent of those similarly granted to the
hushand.

It was present as a contributory cause in 32.4 per
cent, or one-third, of the cases in which the wife ob-
tained a divorce on the ground of cruelty, and in 21.2
per cent, or one-fifth, of the divorces granted to wife
for neglect to provide. It was of less consequence
among the divorces granted to the wife for adultery
and for desertion. The contrast as regards the in-
fluence of intemperance between divorces granted to
husband and those granted to wife is very marked.
But the difference is not so great in those cases where
the divorce was granted for adultery as it is for the
other principal grounds of divorce.

Contested cases.—Only 15.4 per cent of the divorces
granted (1887 to 1906) were returned as contested,
and probably in many of these cases the contesting
was hardly more than a formality, perhaps not ex-
tending beyond the filing of an answer, which often
has the effect of expediting the process of obtaining
the divorce.

The proportion of contested cases is slightly larger
for divorces granted to the wife than for those granted
to the husband, which would indicate that the husband
is more disposed to make a contest than the wife.
But when divorces are classified by cause, it appears




that this holds true only of divorces granted on the
ground of adultery. In all other classes the percent-
ages indicate that the wife contests a divorce suit
more frequently than the husband. The exception in
case of divorces obtained on the ground of adultery
may indicate that the wife, when accused of this
offense and conscious of guilt, is more reluctant to
submit to a divorce trial than the husband would be
undersimilar circumstances, because such a trial usually
involves publicity and public sentiment condemns this
offense more severely in the wife than in the husband.

DIVORCES: 1887 TO 1906.
Cases con- Cases not con-
CAUSE AND PARTY tested. tested. Unknown.
TO WHICH GRANTED.| Total
number. P P P
er er er
Number. | ;.3 | Number. cent. | Number.| (o5
All causes:
Husbhand..| 316,149 46,693 | 14.8 | 267,362 | 84.6 2,094 0.7
Wife......| 629,476 98,612 | 15.7 | 527,046 | 83.7 3,818 0.6
Adultery:
Husband........| 90,890 13,153 | 14.5 77,373 | 85.1 364 0.4
o ‘ﬁ’ife ............ 62,869 11,470 | 18.2 50,986 | 81.1 413 0.7
ruelty:
Husband........ 33,178 9,566 | 28.8 23,532 | 70.9 80 0.2
|3 (- R, 173,047 43,268 | 25.0 | 129,252 | 74.7 527 0.3
Desertion:
Husband 156,283 17,802 | 11.4 | 138,027 | 88.3 454 0.3
Wife. ... 211,219 16,769 | 7.9 | 193,693 | 91.7 757 0.4
Drunkenness:
Husband 3,436 698 | 20.3 2,736 | 79.6 2 0.1
Wife. .. ) 4,612 | 13.9 28,368 | 85.8 100 0.3
Neglect to p.
Husband. 6 20 @ 41 (1) feenmeeendaaaiis
Wife. ....o...... 34,664 5,665 | 16.3 28,923 | 83.4 (] 0.2
Combinationsof pre-
ceding causes, ete.:
Husband........| 14,330 2,092 | 14.6 12,170 | 84.9 68 0.5
Wife........ 74,519 10,621 | 14.3 63,015 | 85.4 283 0.4
All other causes:
Husband........ 18,026 3,380 | 18.8 13,520 | 75.0 1,126 6.2
ife. cmmennnnnns X 6,207 | 15.5 X 80.4 1,662 | 4.1

1 Per cent not shown where base i= less than 100.
2 Includes cause unknown.

¥

Divorces on the ground of cruelty are contested more
frequently than those obtained for any of the other
principal causes; while those for desertion show the
smallest proportion of cases contested.

As shown by the following table the percentage of
cases contested has increased slightly during the 40
years covered by the divorce statistics:

DIVORCES.
Granted to husband. Granted to wife.
PERIOD OF YEARS.
Contested. Contested.
Total Total
number. number. | |
Number. | Per cent. Number. | Per cent.

1887 to 1906..; 316,149 46,693 15. 4 629, 476 98,612 16.3
1902 to 1906........ 109, 241 16, 498 15.1 1 223,401 36,403
1897 to 1901.. 86,306 | 12,948 15.0 | 174414 | 277152 s
1892 to 1896.. 65, 622 9, 504 145 | 129,317 19,766 15.3
1887 to 1891........ 54,980 7,743 14.1 || 102,344 15,291 14.9

Divorces, in this investigation, have been divided,
with respect to the form of service of notice upon the
defendant or libellee, into two main classes—those in
which notice was served personally and those in which
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notice was by publication in the newspapers. The
resulting classification, which is presented in the fol-
lowing table, is of interest in connection with the
number and proportion of cases contested, also shown
in this table:

DIVORCES: 1887 T0 1006
SERVICE OF NOTICE ‘ Cases Cases not FS p—
AND PARTY 1TO | contested. contested. Unknown.
WHICH GRANTED. Total | R
number. N . P
Nurnber. c{,g Number. (Iog{ ‘Numlx't.% éx;“{
Alleases.......| 045,625 || 145,305 | 15.4 | 704,408 {84.0 5.2 Loue
usband..| 316,149 46,0693 | 14.8 | 207,362 | 84.6 | 2,004 0.7
ife...... 4629, 476 98,612 | 15.7 | 527,046 | 83.7 : 3,818 0.6
Notice served per- 3
sonally: | i

All cases........ 666,257 135,763 20.4 | 528,535 1 70.8 . 1,968 ; 0.3
Husband. 230, 156 42,758 | 18.6 | 186,701 | 8L.1 ' 097 ¢ 0.3
Wife........ 436,101 02,005 | 21.3 | 341,834 | 78.4 i 1,272 0 0.3

Notice served by | .
publication: ! :

All CaSCS..uunn... 273,311 ¢ 8,604 | 3.2 | 263,547 | 96.4 i 1,070 |
Husband....| 83,881 3,084 | 4.4 79,908 | 95.3 ; a0 i 0.3
Wife........ 189, 430 5,010 | 2.6 { 183,630 | 96.9 S S (1

Service unknown: i
feases........ 6,057 858 ! 14.2 2,326 | 38.4 ¢ 2,873, 404
Husbend....| 22| 261|119 783 (85,7 | LI08{ 525
Wife........ 3,045 07 1 15.4 1,573 | 39.9 | 1,765 i 44,7

] i

Of those divorces in which notice was served person-
ally, 20.4 per cent were contested; while of those in
which notice was by publication, only 3.2 per cent
were contested. The difference should not be regarded
as entirely due to the ineffectiveness or failure of the
latter form of notification in reaching the party con-
cerned. Notice by publication is usually confined to
those cases in which the residence and address of the
libellee are either unknown or are outside the state in
which the suit is brought. It implies, therefore, an
existing separation either of considerable duration or of
considerable distance or both. Under such conditions,
even though the notification reaches the libellee there
is less likelihood of a contest than there would be if
the parties resided in the same locality and had only
recently separated.

DIVORCE
IS8T 10 1906,

RESIDENCE OF LIBELLEE AND SERVICE OF NOTICE. |
{ Per cent

| Number. | distribo-
i | tion.
7 945,625 100.0
Libellee residing— ) S
In state where divorce was granted.......oveevvennoennuen 631, tk1 o, 8
Outside the state.. ... i iieienrciaanen O, 39 ¢ M6
Notice served ]l)ursonally ............................. w.t;lm,:{l' 4.4
Notice served by publication I B .1
Service UNKNOWI . cu o cviieiit i o iiiieeneaeen s 3n6 (e
Residence of libellee tnknown.... ......... ..o.oooie . .ol 119, 575 126

! Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent,

There were 119,575 divorces granted where the resi-
dence of the libellee was unknown. It would seem



that the notification in these cases must necessarily
have been by publication. There were 152,521
divorces in which the libellee resided outside the state
and was notified by publication. The sum of these
two numbers, 272,096, would account for all but 1,215
of the total number of notifications by publication.
Of the 666,257 notices personally served, only 41,492
were served upon parties outside the state.

In other words, the two methods of notification are
applied as a rule to different classes of cases, one to
cases In which the residence of the libellee is known
and is in the same state, and the other to cases where
the residence of the libellee is either unknown or is
outside the state. Even if the notice in both classes
was effective in reaching the party for whom it is
intended, it is probable that the percentage of con-
tested cases would still be smaller for the latter class
than for the former. At the same time it is also
Pprobable that notification by publication is ineffec-
tual in a large proportion of cases, particularly when
the residence of the libellee is unknown.

Residence of the libellee.—In only 66.8 per cent, or
two-thirds, of the total number of divorce cases re-
corded by the present investigation (1887 to 1906) was
the libellee, or defendant, a resident of the state where
the divorce was granted. In the other cases the resi-
dence of the libellee was either in some other state or
was unknown. It was in some other state in 20.6 per
<cent, or one-fifth, of the total number of divorces; it
was unknown in 12.8 per cent, or one-eighth, of the
total number.

DIVORCES: 1887 ToO 1906.

Residence of libellee.
PARTY TO WHICH T
GRANTED. Total || In same state. Ougiﬁg the Unknown.
number. :

Per Per Per
Number. cent. Number. cent. Number. cent.
Total......... 945,625 631,681 | 66.8 | 194,360 | 20.6 | 119,575 | 12.6
Xlushand........... 316,149 215,446 | 68.1 66,146 | 20.9 34,557 | 10.9
Wife................ 620,476 416,235 | 66.1 | 128,223 | 20.4 85,018 | 13.5

There is no very marked difference as regards
rasidence of the libellee between divorces granted to
the husband and those granted to the wife, such
difference as appears indicating that the residence of
the defendant husband is more likely to be unknown
than that of the defendant wife.

The proportion of libellees resident in the same
state varies considerably in different parts of the
country. (See Table 21.) In the Dakotas the
Proportion is notably and perhaps significantly small.
A majority of the defendants in divorce cases in
those states are residents of other states, the per-

68624—DBull. 96—09——3
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centage of libellees resident in the state being only
30.1 for North Dakota and 35.6 for South Dakota.
The percentage is also small for Nevada (85.6) and
for Wyoming (37.9). The small percentage for
Delaware (39.8) is without significance because of
the lack of information in the records, indicated by
the large percentage of unknown® (55.7). The only
-other states or territories in which this percentage
falls below 50 are Oklahoma (44.8), Indian Territory
(46.3), New Mexico (48.5) , and Nebraska (49.4).

An exceptionally large percentage of resident
libellees obtains for Louisiana (88), New York (85),
Texas (80.7), California (78.6), Kentucky (76.3),
Alabama (75.4), and Indiana (75.2).

Alimony.—The figures obtained indicate that ali-
mony was asked in 13.2 per cent of the total number
of divorce cases and was obtained in 9.2 per cent.
Naturally the percentage of divorced husbands asking
or obtaining alimony is small as compared with the
corresponding percentage for divorced wives. Of the
latter 18.4 per cent asked for alimony and 12.7 per cent
obtained it. In other words, 3 wives out of 16 asked
for alimony, and 2 out of 16, or 1 out of 8, obtained
it. It follows that alimony is obtained by wives in
about two-thirds of the cases in which it is asked for.

DIVORCES: 1887 70 1906,
Total. Gran{;)%igo hus- | Granted to wife.
CLASS WITH RESPECT TO g
ALIMONY. —
Per Pert Pert
cent cen cen
Number. | giceri. || Number. | e | Number. distri-
bution. bution.  bution.
Allcases........... 945,625 | 100.0 316,149 | 100.0 | 629,476 100.0
Alimony asked.......... 124,932 13.2 8,999 2.8 | 115,933 18.4
Granted............. 86,559 9.2 6,354 2.0 | 80,205 12.7
Not granted.........[ 37,036 4.0 2,616 Q.8 35,321 5.6
Unknown 437 " 30 O] 407 0.1
Alimony not asked...... 805,776 85.2 300,943 95.2 | 504,833 80.2
Unknown.....oo.ooa.... 14,017 1.6 6,207 2.0 8,710 1.4

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Duration of marriages terminated by divorce—The
average duration of marriages terminated by divorce
is about 10 years. The exact average as computed on
the basis of the returns of the present investigation
was 9.9 years. '

Although the average duration of divorced mar-
riages was about 10 years, 59.7 per cent, or three-
fifths, of such marriages lasted less than 10 years, and
only 40.3 per cent exceeded that number of years; 28.3
per cent of the total number of divorced marriages
lasted less than 5 years.

1 Usually ‘“unknown” means unknown to the court, but in some
cases it means simply unrecorded, so that it was unknown to the
agents collecting the data for this inquiry, though it may have
been known to the court.
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DIVORCES EXCLUSIVE OF THOSE FOR
WHICH THE DURATION OF MARRIAGE
WAS UNENOWN.
NUMBER OF YEARS MARRIED. 1887 to 1906. 1867 to 1886.
Per cent Per cent
Number. | distri- {{ Number.| distri-
bution. bution.
Total. ..ot 900, 584 100.0 304,726 | 100.0
Less than 1 year.......... P, 18,876 2.1 0
Lyear. TIIIUL ames 51|} 1s02 5.1
2 years... 61,481 6.8 21,525 7.1
3 years... 73,052 8.1 27,270 8.9
4 years... 73,913 8.2 27,909 9.2
5 years... 68,770 7.6 25, 599 8.4
6 years... 62,666 7.0|| 23,082 7.6
7 years. 56,417 6.3 20,227 6.6
8 years. 50,654 5.6 17,680 5.8
9 years. 44,397 4.9 15,088 5.0
10 years. 40,730 4.51 13,843 4.5
11 years. 36,369 4.0 11,847 3.9
12years..cooiiiiiia i 31,971 3.6 10,698 3.5
13 Fears..oueiiet i an 28,260 3.1 9,296 3.1
14 years. .. ciiiiii e 25,077 2.8 8,002 2.6
15 years... 22,979 2.6 7,218 2.4
16 years... 20,025 2.2 6,362 2.1
17 years... 17,901 2.0 5,380 1.8
18 years..... 16,018 1.8 4,649 1.5
19 years. 14,253 1.6 4,125 1.4
20 years. 13,864 1.5 3,933 1.3
21 years. 12,141 1.3
22 years. 10, 489 1.2
23 years. 9,488 1.1 25,371 8.3
24 years... .. 8, 596 1.0
25years and OVer . .......c..coeecvneannnn 54,434 6.0

The classification by number of years married as
presented in the above table requires explanation to
prevent its being misunderstood. The number of
years beyond . the first two represents the difference
obtained by subtracting the year of marriage from the
year of divorce. For instance, a couple married in
1900 and divorced in 1905 would be classified as mar-
ried 5 years. This was deemed to be the only feasi-
ble way of making the classification, and conforms to
the method followed at the former investigation. It
is not altogether satisfactory because it ignores the
month and day of marriage and of divorce, and does
not, therefore, classify the divorced couples on the basis
of the exact length of time that the marriage lasted.

It will be found that it includes under any given
year (except the first) a portion (perhaps as great as
one-half) of the couples that on the basis of the exact
length of time married belong in the next year below,
and excludes and classifies in the next year above a
portion (perhaps equally great) of the couples that on
the other basis belong in the given year. Thus the .
differences largely offset each other, so that the two
classifications are not so divergent as they might at first
seem to be. This statement does not, however, apply
to the first two years in the above classification. In
view of the special interest believed to attach to the
number of persons divorced within a year after mar-
riage, that number was determined on the basis of the
exact length of time married and inserted in the above

table as married less than 1 year, although a
strict adherence to the principle of classification would
require that those married than 1 year
should consist only of those married and divoreed in
the same calondar‘year. As a result of this deviation
from the general rule the number classified as *“married
one year” includes only those whose marriage lasted
more than 1 year, or twelve months, but did not
extend beyond the calendar year following that in
which they were married. Probably the number di-
vorced in the second year of married life would be not
less than twice as great as the number here classitied as
married 1 year.

The number of divorces that occurred in the first
year of married life during the entire period, 1887 to
1906, was 18,876. The number classified as married
1 year is 27,763; but for reasons given above this can
not be accepted as representing the number divoreed
in the second year, or second twelve months, of mar-
ried life. Probably the latter number was not less
than 50,000. But the number classified as married 2
years, 61,481, may be regarded as indicating approxi-
mately the number divorced in the third year of mar-
ried life ; and similarly the number classificd as married
3, 4, and 5 years may be taken as approximately rep-
resenting the numbers divorced in the fourth, fifth,
and sixth years of married life.

The table, therefore, indicates that the number of
divorces reaches its maximum about the fifth year of
married life and from that point on the number steadily
diminishes year by year; but it does not fall below
the number granted in the first year of married life
until the eighteenth year is reached (married 17
years).

Under normal conditions and in a country not
affected by emigration or immigration the number
of married people in each successive year of married
life steadily diminishes—that is to say, there are more
people in the first year of married life than in the
second, and more in the second than in the third, just
as there are more people in the first year of natural
life than in the second, and more in the second than in
the third. This fact must be kept in mind in con-
sidering the significance of the above distribution of
divorced couples by duration of marriage. Since,
however, the distribution of total married population
by number of years married is unknown, it is diflicult
to deduce from the above figures any very positive
conclusions regarding the tendency to divorce at dif-
ferent periods of married life. Probably, however, the
divoreé rate reaches its maximum somewhere about the
fifth year.

less
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The average duration of divorced marriages is
increasing, having advanced from 9.2 years in the pe-
riod 1867 to 1886 to 9.9 years in the period 1887 to
1906. In the former period 9.6 per cent of the total
number of divorces were granted to couples that had
been married at least 20 years; in the latter period the
corresponding percentage was 12.1. Up to the tenth
year of married life the percentage of the total number
of divorces granted in each year of married life is
generally larger in the earlier period (1867 to 1886)
than in the later (1887 to 1906); after the tenth year
the difference is the other way.

It is doubtful whether this change is anything more
than the reflection of a change in the proportion of
married people in the older periods of married life.
The age composition of the entire population is chang-
ing in the direction of a larger proportion of older
people and smaller proportion of younger.! Probably
a similar change is occurring in what might be called
the age composition of marriages, or length of time
married; in so far as that is the case it would natu-
rally produce an increase in the proportion of divorces
oceurring in the older periods of married life.

There is no marked or significant contrast in the
duration of marriages between those that were divorced
on application of the husband and those in which the
wife was the libellant.

!Bureau of the Census, Supplementary Analysis, pages 145 and 149,

MVORCES EXCLUSIVE OF TIION

DIVORCES EXCLUSIVE OF THOSE FOR
WHICH THE DURATION OF MARRIAGE

WAS UNKNOWN: 1887 10 1906.

NUMBER OF YEARS MARRIED. Gl{g?g‘;g Jf’ Giranted to wife,
1 .
Per cent | Percent
Number. | distribu- || Number. | distribu-
tion. i tion.

Total. oot e 207,455 | 100.0 | 003,120 |  100.0
Lessthan Iyear.......oooovviivann. 6, 684 2.2 12,192 2.0
1year......0o..... 0,074 311 1808 31
2 years. 11111 19,571 6.6 | 41910 &9
3 years. 11101 24,033 S| 49,019 81
24, 438 82| 40475 82
22! 942 77| 588 7.6
3,142 7L 415 69
18,047 64| uram0 2
17,059 570 33,505 56
141659 20| T8 49
13,631 46 | . 27,000 45
12, 081 41| 24088 40
10, 521 35| 21450 36
9,230 a1l 1000 32
8,210 28 | 16867 2§
7,376 251 1503 26
6,393 21 13682 23
5,742 Lol 1215 30
5125 L7 10,803 18
4, 446 U5 " 807 16
4,351 U5 0518 1.6
3 Ol 3s0s 3] s L4
22 FOATS ..ttt ie e i . 3,318 1.1 7,171 12
93 years.. ..o LTI 2913 10| 6575 11
2 O T 2,044 0.9 5,952 1.0
25 vears and over.. cooiiieiin o 19,120 6.4 35,314 5.9
Some further light upon the variations in the num-
ber of divorces granted in each successive year of mar-
ried life, particularly in the first 4 or 5 years, may be
obtained from the following table, which classifies the

divorces by cause and duration of marriage:

1 FOR WHICH THE DURATION OF MARRIAGE WAS UNKNOWN: 1887 T0 1006,

|
|
?
|

Granted for—
NUMBER OF YEARS MARRIED. | l qoet _ | Combinations I N
' Total Adultery. Cruelty. Desertion. | Drunkenness. N“'“h‘“v{'i (ll‘; PTO= 1 “of preceding A-Eluoete}: !
 number. : causes, ote. CRUSES.
] .
‘ .
I\{]‘f\’;" v}:;;% Number. e}::;lt. Number. (‘HS{ Number. c{:s; Number. cg;‘:i Number. (E;;f Number. (\Kﬁ{
Total. oo veeii e ' 900,584 |i146,976 | 16.3 | 200,916 | 22.3 | 356,208 | 30.6 35,708 | 4.0 34,157 | 3.8 80, 844 39, 595 4.4
255,085 || 45,453 | 17.8 71,301 | 28.0 81,337 | 31.9 ; 7,622 | 3.0 10,766 | 4.2 23,633 | 9.3 14,913 5.8
18,876 4,800 | 25.4 8,420 | 44.6 1,203 | 6.8 420 | 2.3 674 | 3.0 L4417 7.5 1,840 9.7
27,703 6,134 | 22.1 10,504 | 37.8 4,381 | 15.8 7011 2.5 1,318 | 4.7 2,687 | 9.3 2,138 7.7
(1,481 || 11,433 | 18.6 18,964 | 0.8 16,918 | 27.5 1,795 | 2.0 2,700 | 4.0 5791 1 9.4 3,781 6.1
73,052 1| 11,705 | 16.0 17,760 | 24.3 27,727 | 38.0 2,224 3.0 3,152 4.3 6,766 | 9.3 3,728 51
73,013 || 11,381 | 15.4 15,717 | 24.3 31,018 | 42.0 2,476 | 3.3 2,823 3.8 7,072 ! 9.6 3,426 4.6
H 1
Stogyears. . ... i, 282,004 || 46,841 | 16.6 55,010 | 10.4 | 120,785 | 42.7 10,937 | 3.9 10,208 | 3.6 27,604 | 0.8 11,430 4,0
B FOATS e et 68,770 || 10,789 | 15.7 14,072 | 20.5 20,461 | 42.8 2,406 | 3.5 2,564 | 3.7 6,502 | 9.6 2, 886 4.2
Gyears............. 62,666 || 10,370 | 16.5 ¢ 12,320 | 10.7 26,511 | 42.3 2,360 | 3.8 2,316 | 3.7 6,150 | 9.8 2,630 4.2
Tyears............. 56,417 9,453 | 16.8 10,800 | 19.1 24,256 | 43.0 2,104 1 3.9 2,000 | 3.7 5370 9.5 2,245 4.0
BYearS......ouenn.n ceveee.. B0,654 8,731 | 17.2 9,581 | 18.9 21,541 | 42.5 2,081 | 4.1 1,757 | 8.5 5001 9.9 1,962 3.9
FE % | 44,397 7,498 | 16.9 8,228 | 18.5 19,016 | 42.8 1,806 | 4.8 1,562 5 4,481 | 10.1 1,716 j 3.9
10 to 14 years. 162,407 | 27,635 | 17.0 31,650 | 19.5 68,119 | 41.0 7,472 | 4.6 5,861 8.6 15,018 | 0.8 5,762 i 3.5
15 to 19 years. 14,564 | 16.0 18,770 | 20.6 37,310 | 40.9 4,408 | 4.9 3,501 | 3.8 9,000 | 10.0 3,443 ; 3.8
20 to 24 years. 7,442 | 13.6 12,072 1 22,1 92,034 | 41.5 2,831 1 5.2 1,998 | 3.7 5,657 | 10.2 2,044 ¢ 3.7
25 to 29 years. 3,170 1 10.9 6,501 | 22.2 13,181 | 45.1 1,422 1 4,9 1,031 | 3.5 2,808 | 9.6 1,123 3.8
30 to 34 years. 1,263 | 8.4 3,306 | 22.4 ) 7,348 | 48.9 682 | 4.5 464 | 3.1 1,379 | 9.2 533 35
35 to 39 years 6,555 445 | 6.8 1,426 | 21.8 3,504 | 53.5 229 | 8.5 178 | 2.6 561 8.6 217 3.3
40 to 44 years. 2,507 106 | 4.2 543 | 217 1,427 | 56.9 07 | 2.7 53 2.1 220 8.8 a1 3.6
45 to 49 years 805 30| 4.5 158 [ 10.6 470 | 58.4 30| 3.7 20 2.5 66 1 8.2 25 3.1
50 years and over 287 12! 4.2 59 1 20.6 183 | 63.8 81 2.8 27 0.7 18 6.3 5 1.7

1 Includes cause unknown.

It may be noted that of the divorces granted in the
first two years of married life, the proportion for adul-
tery and cruelty is exceptionally large, and the propor-
tion for desertion exceptionally small. But this does

not necessarily mean that in the first year or two of
married life there is a greater tendency towards infi-
delity and cruelty and a smaller inclination towards.
desertion, than there is later.



An obvious reason for the peculiarity exhibited by
the above percentages is found in the fact that deser-
tion is not ordinarily recognized by the courts as a valid
ground for divorce until it has existed for a considerable
length of time. In some states it must have lasted
3 years before it becomes a legal ground. Naturally
then, in the first year or two of married life, the pro-
portion of divorces granted for desertion is small, and
that fact increases the relative importance of the other
grounds for divorce, which are more immediately appli-
cable. Apparently a normal relationship between the
causes of divorce is established in about the fifth year
of married life (“married 4 years”). By that time
desertion, as a cause of divorce, has attained its full
effect. For a period of about 15 years thereafter,
or until the twentieth year of married life is reached,
the relative importance of the several main causes of
divorce shows very little change, the percentages
remaining fairly constant. After the twentieth year
there is a decline in the relative importance of adultery
as a ground of divorce, and an increase in that of de-
sertion. Drunkenness, as a cause of divorce, attains
its greatest relative importance between the twentieth
and twenty-fifth year of married life.

It is evident that the increase, previously noted in
the total number of divorces up to the fifth year of

married life, is largely accounted for by the interval .

of time that must elapse between the commission of
the fault or offense which constitutes the ground for
divorce, and the granting of the divorce by the courts.
Even when suit is promptly instituted the law’s delays
may carry the decision over into a later year of married
life.

The rapidity with which matters come to a crisis in
the married careers of divorced couples is more clearly
indicated by the number of years which elapsed be-
tween marriage and separation. This has been ascer-
tained for 770,929 divorces, or about four-fifths of the
total number granted in the years 1887 to 1906.

The following classification is based simply upon the
calendar year of marriage and separation. Accord-
ingly ““less than 1 year’ includes only those that sepa-
rated in the same calendar year in which married;
similarly “1 year” includes those who separated in
the first calendar year following that in which thev
were married ; ‘2 years”’ those separating in the second
calendar year after marriage; and so on. Probably
the number separating within twelve months after
marriageis at least 50 per cent greater than the number
classified as separating in ‘‘less than 1 year.”

The table makes it evident that more separations
occur in the first and second years of married life
than in any subsequent year. At the end of the fifth
year more than one-half of the total number of sepa~
tations have taken place. The number diminishes
slowly year by year thereafter. But it is a somewhat
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surprising fact that 24,143 married couples—3.1 per
cent of the total number—separated and became
divorced after the completion of 25 years of married
life.

DIVORCES: 1

I8RT 7O 1906,
NUMBER OF YEARS FROM MARRIAGE TO SEPARATION. !
| Per cent
Numbser.: distribu-
© tion.

B 7 70,029 | 00,0

Less than 1 year.. 3, 460 12,
"1 year. Y 109,659 14.2
2 years 76, 102 a.4
3 years 62,600 X1
4 years. 53,078 6.9
Fo 0 xRN 45, 549 5.9
[ T 39, 310 51
- 33, 016 4.4
B2 T 30,0238 3.4
9 years 25, 004 34
10 years 24, 428 3.2
11 years 20, 002 36
12 years 17,620 238
13 years 15, 521 20
14 years.. 3, 050 1.8
B I ¢ P 12,507 1.6
T N 11,007 1.4
L 10, 190 L3
18 FOAIS. Lo e e e e 9,053 12
19 years. 8,245 11
20 years 7,851 1.0
21 years 6, 443 0.8
22 years , T4 oy
23 years 5,041 0.7
24 FOATS .« vt ceemetan s e e e 4,407 0.6
25 YOATS AN OVOT ot ettt tnnr o veerae e v ci e e 24,148 31

1 Exclusive of those for which the number of years from marringe to separation
was unknown.

The number of years elapsing between separation
and divorce was ascertained in 780,022 cases.

: DIVORCES:
S INNT o 1908,

NUMBER OF YEARS FROM SEPARATION TO DIVORCE, Ty

; Per vent
Nurnbwr, | distribu-
i ton,

100.0

12,7

i

18.3

...... 14.8
...................................... 10.2
...................................... 6.4
........................................ 4.2
.......................... 2.8

2.0

14

10 years 11
11 years. . 0.8
12 years. . 0.6
18 YeArS. . ooevenaee i 0.5
T4 J@ATS. .ot 0.4
15 FOATS. oot e e 0.3
16 YOATS. ..ottt Q.2
1T YeaIS. .o 0.2
18 years 185 0.1
19 years 846 0.1
20 years and over 3,616 0.5

|

1 Exclusive of those for whie
‘was unknown.

b the number of years from separation to divores

o

About one-eighth, 12.7 per cent, of the total number
of divorces are granted in the same calendar year in
which the separation took place. Rather more than
one-third (35 per cent) are granted either in the same
year or in the following year. At the completion of 5
years after separation 78.5 per cent of the total number
of divorces have been granted.



o

21

Place of marriage.—So far as possible, divorces have
been classified with respect to the state or country in
which the parties were married. This classification
was believed to be of interest in connection with the
question of the extent to which people desiring a
divorce resort for this purpose to some state where a
divorce may be obtained more readily than in their
home state.

The facts regarding place of marriage—which were
obtained in all but 10.8 per cent of the total number
of divorces included in the present investigation—
indicated that 68.1 per cent, or more than two-thirds
of the divorced couples, were married in the same
state in which they were divorced; that 18.7 per cent
were married in a different state; and that 2.5 per cent
were married in foreign countries.

DIVORCES.
Granted to couples—
. . v 1 Who were married - '
PERIOD OF YEARS. Potal Whose place of
sumber - TArriage was un-
In the same state, In sgxgﬁ(gthur 12 (ﬁ)ﬁ){ ;5)1,%':11 known.
Number. | Per cent. | Number. | Per cent. | Number. | Per cent. | Number. | Per cent.
1887 10 1006 . - <. ee e e et et e e et 045,625 (43, 766 68.1 176, 498 18.7 23,534 2.5 ] 101,827 10.8
1902 to 1906. 332,642 228, 592 68.7 03, 609 19.1 7,798 2.3 32,643 9.8
1897 to 1901. 260, 720 179,217 68.7 47,301 18.1 6,032 2.3 28,170 10.8
1892 to 1896. 194, 039 130, 649 67.0 36, 437 18.7 5,405 2.8 22,448 1.5
1887 t0 1801 ittt 157,324 105, 308 66.9 29,151 18.5 4,209 2.7 18, 566 1.8
187 10 L8808 o . ittt ettt e e 328,716 231, 867 0.5 57,719 17.6 7,741 2.4 31,380 9.5
1887 B0 1006 . - .o ieiee et e e 945,625 643, 766 68,1 176, 498 18.7 23,534 2.5 101,827 10.8
Granted to husband. .. 316,149 211, 147 6.8 62,745 19.8 8,616 2.7 33,0641 10.6
Granted to wife........ 629,476 432,619 68.7 | 113,753 181 14,018 2.4 68,186 10.8

The proportion of divorces occurring in the same
state where the parties were married is slightly smaller
than it was at the earlier period (1867 to 1886) covered
by the former investigation. That the proportion
was larger at the end of the second period than at the
beginning may simply result from the greater com-
pleteness of the later returns, as indicated by the
declining percentage of cases in which the place of
marriage was unknown.

The percentage of divorces occurring in the state
where married is slightly larger for the divorces granted
to the wife than for those granted to the husband.

The amount of interstate migration among divorced
couples may be more accurately measured by per-
centages based upon the total number known to have
been married in the United States; that is, upon the
number of divorced couples exclusive of those married
abroad, and those whose place of marriage was
unknown.

Of the married couples divorced in the period 1887
to 1906 the number known to have been married in
the United States was 820,264, and of this number
176,498, or 21.5 per cent, were divorced in a different
state from that in which they were married; that is,
one divorced couple out of five migrated from the state
in which married to some other state before being
divorced. But, of course, it does not follow that this
migration was for the purpose of obtaining a divorce.
On the contrary, it is probable that that motive was
present in a comparatively small proportion of the
total number of cases, and that to a large extent the
migration was merely an incident of the general move-

ment of population, which takes place for economic
and other reasons. unconnected with the question of
divorce.

DIVORCES GRANTED TO COU-
PLES KNOWN TQO HAVE BEEN
MARRIED IN THE UNITED
STATES.

PERIOD OF YEARS AND PARTY T( WHICH GRANTED. Married outside the

state in which
Total divoreed.

number. _—
Number. | Per cent.

820,264 | 176,498 21.5
273,892 62,745 2.9
546,372 | 113,753 20.8
289,586 57,719 19.9
08,931 21,924 2.2
190,655 35,705 18.8

The returns of the census of 1900 showed that 20.7
per cent of the native population of the United States
were living outside the state or territory in which they
were born. At the census of 1890 the corresponding
percentage was 20.8. These percentages are practi-
cally the same as the percentage of migrating divorced
couples; and the coincidence naturally suggests that
the migration of the latter may be entirely accounted
for by the general movement of population. But the
close correspondence in the percentages must be re-
garded as being largely accidental. In fact, it is hard
to say what a normal relationship between the two
percentages would be, on the assumption that there is
no migration for divorce purposes. The figures for



populatlon record the changes of residence taking
place since birth, while those for married couples
record only the chanoes taking place between mar-
riage and divorce, the migrations prior to marriage
or subsequent to dlvorce bemg left out of the compu-
tation. Moreover, it can not be assumed that the
population migrating includes the same propor-
tion of married people as the population staying at
home—i. e., remaining in the state where born.
Again, the interstate migration of population, which
1s ihdicated by the proportion of the total number of
persons born in the several states living in other states,
is restricted to the native popul&tmn of the Umted
States, while the interstate migration of divorced
persons includes the foreign born population married
after coming to this country. Thus there are many
elements of uncertainty entering into the comparison,
the only safe conclusion being that the migration of
divorced couples prior to divorce is, to a large extent,
accounted for by reasons unconnected with the
divorce question.

Divorces granted to parties married in foreign coun-
tries.—The number of divorces granted to couples
known to have been married in a foreign country was
23,437. But this can by no means be accepted as
representing the total number of divorces granted to
persons of foreign birth, or to immigrants, for the
reason that many immigrants marry after coming to
this country. Such marriages are not distinguishable
from marriages of natives, and, therefore, the total
number of divorces granted to persons of foreign
birth is unknown.

In the following table the classification according
to country in which married is shown for the couples
married in foreign countries and divorced in the
United States, together with the distribution by coun-
try of birth of the total foreign born population in
1900. The value of the comparison is somewhat
impaired by the fact, just mentioned, that a consid-
erable proportion of the marriages among foreigners
take place in this country. Still the table is not with-
out significance.

Of the foreign marriages divorced in the United
States more than one-third (36.9 per cent) were con-
tracted in Canada, although the Canadians by birth
constitute only 11.4 per cent of the total foreign born
population. It is probable that many Canadian
married couples acquire a residence in the United
States for the sole purpose of obtaining a divorce, the
divorce laws here being in general more liberal than
in Canada. ‘

The next largest number of divorced marriages
originated in Germany, but the percentage (16.1) is not
as great as the percentage of Germans (25.8) in the
total foreign born population. England, on the other
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hand, contributes a large proportion (12.7 per cent)
of the total number of divorced marriages of foreign
origin than of the total foreign born population
(8.1 per cent). Very noticeable is the small pro-
portion of divorced marriages contracted in Ireland
as compared with the large proportion of Irish in the
total foreign born population. The divorced mar-
riages contracted in Germany are more than eight
times as many as those contracted in Ireland, although
the German born population is only about 65 per cent
larger than the Irish.

H 7

i
;1)1\'0RCF5‘ i
GRANTED, 1887 | |
I 10 1906, TO COU- || Por cont |
| PLES MARRIED dlstrmmme Popultion
, IN FOREIGN |l of popula- | bornin
COUNTRY. COUNTRIES. tion ﬁom foreign
e} in foreign | countries:
| countries: 1900.
Per cent ‘
Number. | distribu- i
tion :
?
Total. ...oviie i 23,437 100. 0 100.0 | 10,341,276
123 0.5 0.1 6,807
7ol 3.0 27| erson
150 0.6 0.3 29,757
285 1.2 1.5 156,891
8, 045 306.9 11.4 1,179,807
100 0.4 0.1 11,081
426 1.8 1.5 153,805
2,966 12.7 8.1 840, 513
164 0.7 0.6 62,641
282 1.2 1.0 104,197
3,775 16.1 25.8 i 2,663,418
31 0.6 1.0 104,981
404 2.1 1.4 145,714
457 1.9 15.6 1,615,459
577 2.5 4,7 484,027
199 0.8 1.0 103,393
510 2.2 3.3 336,338
160 0.7 3.7 383,407
1,040 4.4 4.1 423,726
446 1.9 2.3 233,524
879 3.8 5.5 572,014
291 1.2 1.1 115,503
128 0.5 0.9 93, 580
508 2.2 2.4 244,600

1 Includes Newfoundland.

Children in divorce cases.—The statistics here pre-
sented relate only to children affected by the decree of
divorce, which would include, in general, all dependent
children at the time the divorce was granted. Grown
up children supporting themselves would not ordi-
narily be considered in the decree.

DIVORCES.
‘ Reporting Reporting Not reporting
PERIOD OF YEARS. children. no children. | as to children.
Total

number. ) . v P
Number. clegl;' Number. P eﬁi. Number. cent.
1887 to 1906....] 945,625 376,694 | 39.8 | 380,608 | 40.2 | 188,323 | 19.9
1902 to 1906. 332,642 128,688 | 38.7 | 139,779 | 42.0 64,175 | 19.3
1897 to 1901 260,720 104;628 40.1 104; 431: 40.1 | 51,661 | 19.8
1892 to 1896 194,939 79,960 | 41.0 76,346 | 89.2 | 38,633 19.g
1887 to 1891 157,324 63,418 | 40.3 60,052 | 88.2 | 83,854 | 21
1867 to 1886....| 328,716 129,382 | 39. 4 57,524 | 17.5 l\Ql,SIO 43.1
1882 to 1886.. . 117,311 47,307 | 40.3 21,056 { 17.9 48,048 | 4L.7
1877 to 1881. .. 89,284 || 35,356 | 39.6 | 15,109 | 16.9 | 38,819 | 43. 3
1872 to 1876. 68,547 26,524 | 38.7 11,646 | 17.0 30,377 44.0
1867 to 1871..... 53,574 20,195 | 87.7 9,713 | 18.1 23 66bv 44.2




In 188,323 of the cases included in the present in-
vestigation (1886 to 1907) there was no report as to
children—that is, there was no mention of children in
the available court records. This represents 19.9 per
cent, or one-fifth, of the total number of cases. The
absence of any reference to children in these cases
creates a strong presumption that there were no chil-
dren, or, at any rate, no young children. In 376,694
cases, or 39.8 per cent of the total number, children
were reported; and in 380,608 cases, or 40.2 per cent
of the total, it was reported that there were no children.

At the earlier investigation, covering the years
1867 to 1886, the proportion of cases in which children
were reported was practically the same, the percentage
being 39.4 per cent. But the percentage reporting
no children (17.5) was much smaller, and the per-
centage not reporting (43.1) much larger than in the
present investigation. This strengthens the presump-
tion that the cases in which there was no report
represent, for the most part, cases in which there
were no children, the probability being that the con-
trast between the two periods, as regards these per-
centages, is due mainly to a difference in the practice
of the agents collecting the data, or in the com-
pleteness of the court records. In other words, it may
be assumed that at the present investigation very many
cases were returned as ‘““reporting no children,” which
at the earlier period would have been returned as “not
reporting.” If these inferences are correct it fol-
lows that percentages based on the total number of
divorces more accurately represent the proportion of
cases in which there were children than percentages
based on the total number of cases exclusive of those
““notreporting.”  If the latter basis were adopted there
would be a remarkable and inexplicable contrast be-
tween the two periods as regards the percentage of cases
in which there were children, the percentage becoming
69.2 for the earlier period as compared with 49.7 for the
later. Itseems a pretty safe conclusion, therefore, that
for purposes of analysis and comparison, the cases in
which there was no report may be treated as being
cases in which there weré no children.

Accepting the percentages based on the total
number of divorce cases, it appears that children are
present in about two cases out of five. There is con-
siderable difference in this respect between divorces
granted to the husband and those granted to the wife.
For the former the percentage of cases in which there
were children is only 26; in the latter it is 46.8.
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DIVORCES.
Reporting Reportin, Not reportin,
PERIOD OF YEARS. children. no ¢ ildre%. as to cl?ildreri‘.
Total
number,

Per Per . Per

Number. cent. Number. cent. Number. cent.
GRANTED TO HUSBAND.
1887 to 1906....| 316,149 82,207 | 26.0 | 148,504 | 47.0 85,438 | 27.0
1902 to 1906. 109, 241 28,012 | 25.6 52,656 | 48.2 28,573 | 26.2
1897 to 1801. 86, 306 22,838 | 26.5 40,087 | 46.4 23,381 | 27.1
1892 to 1896. 65,622 17,354 | 26.4 | 30,711 | 46.8 | 17,557 | 26.8
1887 to 189L.......... 54,980 4,003 | 25.5 25,050 | 45.6 15,927 | 29.0
GRANTED TO WIFE.

1887 to 1906....| 029,476 204,487 | 46.8 | 232,104 | 36.9 | 102,885 | 16.3
1902 {0 1906.......... 223, 401 100,676 | 45.1 87,123 | 39.0 35,602 | 15.9
1897 to 1901.... 174,414 81,790 | 46.9 64,344 | 36.9 28,280 | 16.2
1892 to 1896..........| 129,317 62,606 | 48. 4 45,635 | 35.3 21,076 | 16.3
1887 1o 1891..........| 102,344 40,415 | 48.3 35,002 | 34.2 17,927 | 17.5

In so far as the presence of children acts as a restraint
upon the inclination to seek divorce, it might seem
that it would have more influence upon the mother
than upon the father. There is, however, this impor-
tant difference between the position of the father and
that of the mother when it comes to the question of
getting a divorce. The court usually assigns the chil-
dren to the care of the mother. To her, therefore,
divorce does not ordinarily involve a separation from
her children. It is a severance of the marital relation-
ship only. But to the father it signifies a severance of
the parental relationship as well. Both parties may
be equally averse to a continuation of the marital rela-
tionship, but the father may, for the reason suggested,
be more reluctant than the mother to take the initiative
in securing divorce.

It appears that 77.9 per cent of the divorce cases in
which there were children were granted to the wife,
compared with 61 per cent of those in which there were
no children.

DIVORCES: 1887 TO 1906.
I Granted tohus-{  Granted to
CLASS WITH RESPECT TO CHILDREN. band. wife.
Total

number. 1 P P
| er er
lNumher. cent. Number. cent.
!
!

All elasses. ...ovuiivnaianeaneans ! 945,625 316,149 | 33.4 | 629,476 | 06.6
Reporting children............. 376, 694 82,207 | 22.1 | 204,487 | 77.9
Reﬁo?ﬁng no children........ 380,608 || 148,504 | 3.0 | 232,104 | 61.0
Not reporting as to children.... 188,323 85, 45.4 | 102,885 | 54.6
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The following statement shows the proportion qf
cases in which there were children, for divorces classi-
fied by cause and party to which granted:

DIVORCES: 1887 T0O 1906.
Reporting Reporting Not reporting
CAUSE. children. no children. as to children.
Total || . — |
number. P
Number. cggf_“ Number. G:EI?.;. Number. ceﬁ_
GRANTED TO HUSBAND.

All causes..... 316,149 82,207 | 26.0 | 148,504 | 47.0 85,438 | 27.0
Adultery........... 90,890 25,171 | 2.7 41,730 | 45.9 23,989 | 26.4
Cruelty. .. ... 33,178 11,079 | 33.4 16,104 | 48.5 5,995 | 18.1
Desertion. . . ... 156,283 36,615 | 23.4 75,295 | 48.2 44,373 | 28.4
Drunkenness. ... ... 3,436 1,141 | 33.2 1,643 | 47.8 652 | 19.0
Neglect to provide.. 1 (1) fececeeaeccfoannas 1 @
Combinations of pre-

cedingcauses,ete..| 14,330 4,366 | 30.5 6,517 | 45.5 3,447 | 24.1
All other causes?.... 18,026 3,830 | 21.2 7,215 | 40.0 6,081 | 38.7
GRANTED TO WIFE.

All causes. ... 629,476 204,487 | 46.8 | 232,104 | 36.9 | 102,885 | 16.3
Adultery........... 62,869 26,579 | 42.3 26,086 | 41.5 10,204 | 16.2
Cruelty..... . 178,047 84,583 | 48.9 62,614 | 36.2 25,850 | 14.9
Desertion..... . 211,219 92,803 | 43.9 78,4 3r.1 39,958 | 18.9
Drunkenness.......| 33,080 18,243 | 55.1 10,381 | 31.4 4,456 | 13.5
Neglect to provide...| 34,664 17,007 | 49.1 14,627 | 42.2 3,030 8.7
Combinations of pre-

cedingcauses, etc..| 74,519 39,586 | 53.1 26,058 | 35.0 8,875 | 119
All other causes®....| 40,078 15,686 | 39.1 3, 346 10,512 | 206.2

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.
2Includes cause unknown.

The comparatively small percentage of cases in
which there were children in the class of divorces
granted to the husband on the ground of desertion is
noteworthy as suggesting the influence children may
have in restraining the wife from leaving her husband
when the conditions are such that she can not take
the children with her. On the other hand, the large
percentage shown for divorces granted to the wife on
the ground of drunkenness suggests that in these cases
regard for her children may be one of the motives de-
termining her action in seeking the divorce. The
small percentage of cases in which there were children
in the residuary class of divorces granted for ‘‘all other
causes’’ is doubtless to be explained by the fact that
this includes cases in which the cause of divorce was
unknown. When the meagerness of the record was
such that not even the ground on which the divorce
was granted could be ascertained, it is extremely prob-
able that the cases in which there were children would
not be fully reported. At this point it is not so certain
that the absence of any reference to children implies
that there were no children. It is probable, on the
other hand, that if the full facts were known, a good
many of the cases under ‘“all other causes’’ now classi-
fied as ‘“‘not reporting as to children” would be trans-
ferred to the class ‘‘reporting children’ and that the
percentage not reporting would not be exceptionally
large for ‘‘all other causes” if the causes unknown
could be eliminated.

Occupations.—The attempt made to secure a state-
ment of the occupations represented by persons ob-
taining divorces was not very successful. In the
aggregate the occupation was returned for 226,760
divorced husbands, which is only 24 per cent of the
total number divorced during the period covered by
this investigation. The proportion of divoreed hus-
bands for whom the occupation was reported varied
widely in different states as is shown by the following
table:

DIVORCES: 1887 170 1906,

. Reporting veeupa-

STATE OR TERRITORY. 1o tion of hushamd.

Total
nunber. ;
Number. | Per cent.

Continental United States...... ...

240
| RN
I 14,194 | 2l 1
| 8,617 134 16
L4740 445 | 10.9
I e40 274 L2
Rhode Island.. | 6, 963 3002 | 4.5
CODNOCHCUL w v e vestens s insoneaenne ooaud ol | 1.0
New YOrK. oo ieeimuiniiniianninnns oo s | 10,857 | KT
NEW JISeY «uvnmennienaneaaraninanans T 6,04 | L1
Pennsylvanio. ..cooivee it iiiiiiiiana e OO0, U80 | 0,815 z .4
South Atlantic division............coiiiiii i [OOBR03 19,730 7
Delaware. ...ve v ! 887 10 | L1
....... | 7,020 2,700 | 342
District of Colum | 2, 325 HIR ] a3
Virginia..... 112,120 7,747 | 659
‘West Virgini 10, 308 381 w7
North Carolina 7,047 2,043 | 2,0
South Carolina L. ... oo ottt iie i e cineees s r s rnabaaraanars araeannaas
(610 ¢ o 10, 401 1,774 w1
BT o 1o PR 7,546 1,160 | 153
North Central dIVISIOn . - ... .vvveereneneenanannenss 434,476 0 00,7620 2
OO+ aevemenae et aeeener e eeeceenieneanaanns GEUN2 | 7,204 1.4
IndIN . e v e e can e rna e 60,721 20,372 Koo
TINOIS. e eereein et 2,4 27,886 339
Michigan 42,371 | 19,827 456
‘Wisconsi 20867 8,152 3.6
Minnesota 15,040 2, 185
owa. . 34,874 8,819 253
Missouri 54,700 2,873 52
North Dakota®. . 4,817 1,867 a7
South Dakota?. ....coooeiiiiiininiinnn. 7,108 3,614 b, 8
NEDIaSKA - .« v v vnenrenerneernneenins 16,711 3,433 2.5
L LT 2K, 904 3, T j U
South Central division........c.o.oviiiuninnonn. 200,280 1 36,208 ¢ 16,3
KONEUCKY e v cvnerienetiniinanntnencanenneeens 30, 641 o, 306 30,4
Tennessee. 20, 447 578 | T
Alabama.. 22,807 2,46 ¢ 108
Mississippi 149, 043 2,006 0.0
Louisiana. 9,785 2,041 0.1
Arkansas. 29, 541 3,246 1L 0
Indian Territory 3. 6,751 1,360 2€0.1
[O3-4E:1 T4} 1 7, 609 1,488 19. 4
BXBS  eeneeenmnmene e e 62, 655 7,720 123
Western division.........oooeeiiviiiiiiiiennnnn.s 80, 387 18,731 210
Montana. .oeiit it e G, 45 1,166 181
QB0 e e 3,205 673 L0
B L Y- 1,772 400 2.4
Colorado. . 15, 844 2,512 169
New Mexi 2,437 941 38.6
Arizona 2, 38 783 30.8
tah... 4,070 1,155 24.7
Nevada. 1,045 236 22.6
‘Washington. 16,215 2,647 16.3
TQEOT . - e emmesmsnsannan e oeaa e i 10, 145 2,952 9.1
Californid. .o v e ven o s {25,170 5,317 2.1
! -

1 All laws permitting divorce were repealed in 1878.

. _!Organized from part of Dakota territory, November 2, 1880. Divorces granted
in the counties then comprising Dakota territory are distributed between North
Dakota and South Dakota according as the counties are now located in one or the
other of these states. .

® The act of May 2, 1890, creating the territory of Oklahoma, gave the United
States court in Indian Territory jurisdietion over divorce; prior to that date there
is no record of divorce.

4 Organized from part of Indian Territory May 2, 1800.
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~ . : . o . . .
) Retxljrns S0 1pc;>}11p{ete cian hardly be accepted as | relative importance of the occupations being indicated
; cating the 1 i :
ypical, t‘;" alszﬂ}m lcating ¢ 1 proportion of c!lvorced on a percentage basis. For purposes of comparison
men m the different occupations. Still, considerable | the distribution by occupation is shown also for the
&Y 3 " : .
Interest attac hes to the numbers reported, and they | married males for whom an occupation was reported
are accordingly presented in the table given below, the | at the Twelfth Census (1900).
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, N CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES.
Hushands di- fo
vorced (1887 to || Married males hav- Huosbgnilg ‘%‘ Married males hay-
a0y Tor ing an_ oceupa- vorced (1887 to || ™o
1906) for whom tion: O ; 1906) for whom ng an  occupa-
OCCUPATION. occupation was || o Census - of OCCUPATION. occtpation was || ion:  Cemsus of
reported. st Teported. 1600.
I
Percent | Percent Percent Percent
Number. ! distribu- | Number. ; distribu- Number. | distribu- || Number. | distribu-
tion I tion. tion. tion.
et e ‘ !
|
All occupations 100.0 |13, 150,671 ! 100.0 Trade and transportation—Con. .
Merchants and dealers................ 9,122 4.0 600, 429 4.6
Agricultural pursuits. .. ......... i, 420 28.4 || 5,186,449 | 30.4 || Salesmen................... . 3,597 16 188,289 1.4
Steam railroad employees... 8,421 3.7 343, 870 2.6
Agricultural lahorers..... ... .. 4,247 1.9 611,208 4.6 || Street railway employees....... 1,078 0.5 42,168 0.3
Farmers, planters, and overscers 67,136 25,2 || 4,425,661 33.7 || Telegraph and telephone operators... . 857 0.4 21,989 0.2
Gardeners, tlorists, nurserymen, e 455 0.2 42,671 0.3 || All others in thisclass................ 1,049 0.5 91,996 0.7
Lumbermen and raftsmen, .. .. .. 79 0.3 32,430 0.2
Stoclk raisers, herders, and drover: . 1,483 0.7 38, 855 0.3 Manufacturing and mechanical
All others in thisclass.. ...o.oo........ 320 0.1 36, 624 0.3 PULSTHES. . oo 51,414 22.7 || 3,364,056 2.6
1
Professional service.............. 12,510 5.5 | 508,975 3.9 gilkti:ss... 879 0.4 42, 545 0.3
i acksmiths. - 2,265 10 156, 701 1.2
Actors, professional showmen, ote 1,508 0.7 | 12,551 0.1 || Bleachery an er: "431 0.2 11, 831 0.1
Architects, designers, draftsmen, ote. .. 288 0.1 14, 480 0.1 || Boot and shoe makers and repairers 940 0.4 98, 992 0.8
Clergymen..... ..., . 905 0.4 80, 958 0.6 || Brewers and maltsters.......... 242 0.1 14,821 0.1
DentistS.nueeunauannnn... 722 0.3 17, 250 0.1 || Brick and tile makers, ete. . . 222 0.1 4, 000 0.2
Electricians.................. 602 0.3 23,050 0.2 || Butchers................... J 1,549 0.7 70, 516 0.5
Engineers (civil, ete.) and surveyors 498 0.2 24,795 0.2 || Cabinetmakers... . 436 0.2 25, 474 0.2
Journalists................... 447 0.2 17,2711 0.1 || Carpenters and joiners.. - 5,781 2.5 424, 861 3.2
AWYEIS. ..o 1,289 0.6 75, 589 0.6 || Coopers.....cqoveueannnn ereseeeenaan 319 0.1 22,882 0.2
Musicians and teachers of musice 011 0.4 20, 054 0.2 || Engineers and firemen (not locomo-
Officials (government)....... 538 0.2 59, 243 0.5 BVe) . e 2,031 0.9 152,820 1.2
Physicians and surgeons. ... ... 3,244 1.4 89, 652 0.7 || Fishermen and oystermen............ 444 0.2 36, 636 0.3
Teachersand {)mfussors incolleges, etc.. 877 0.4 52,924 0.4 || Food preparers (not othérwise speci-
All othersinthiselass. ................. 591 0.3 21,158 0.2 (< ) L 495 0.2 33, 962 0.3
Glassworkers. ........ 653 0.3 21,914 0.2
Domestic and personal service...| 54,365 24.0 {| 1,708,674 13.0 || Gold and silver workers............... 235 0.1 9,852 0.1
. Harness and saddle makers and re-
Barbers and hairdressers. . 2,787 L2 74,38 0.6 ok R o 415 0.2 24, 767 0.2
Bartenders........ 1,279 0.6 36, 607 0.8 || Iron and steel workers...... 2,148 0.9 161, 068 1.2
Hotel keepers.. .. 1,003 0.5 39,350 0.3 || Leather curriers and tanners, 238 0.1 23, 885 0.2
Janitors and sextons 325 01| 35646 0.3 || Machinists............. 2,642 1.2 152, 861 1.2
Laborers (not specified) 40,639 17.9 | 1,189, 995 9.0 || Manufacturers and officials, e 2,325 L0 187, 160 1.4
Liaunderers. ................ 289 01 21,762 0.2 || Marble and stone cutters.... 381 0.2 33, 880 0.3
Restaurant and saloon keepers. ...... .. 3,206 14 83,485 0.6 || Masons (brick and stone). 1,074 0.7 109, 883 0.8
Servants and walterse.................. L 2,060 0.9 | 88,423 0.7 || Metal workers (not otherwi ~
Saldiers, sailors, and marines (U, 8.). .. 799 0.4 || 5,200 O] fled)te . ooiii .a 717 0.3 77,441 0.6
‘Watchmen, policemen, firemen, ete.. .. 1,378 0.6 97, 461 0.7 || Millers........coavnnn.nn. -l 377 0.2 929, 730 0.2
AN others in this elass. ................ ! 511 0.2 31,209 0.2 || Miners and quarrymen...............! 4,189 1.8 82, 671 2.1
gg.hltars, gl{a.ziers, and varnishers..... 3,237 (1)3 lbf:;', gé‘!g %)%
Trade ansportation........ 44,051 19.4 || 2,387,517 18.2 OLORTADAETS. .. e eeeaenernannnnnns. . i .
and transportation Plum‘gers and gas and steam fitters. . . A 844 0.4 45, 281 0.3
Agents. ..., L 2,884 L3 155, 987 1.2 | Printers, lithographers, and pressmen. 1,363 0.6 61,109 0.5
Bankers, brokers, ofticials of banks, Saw and planing mill employees...... 640 0.3 83, 994 0.6
ClCa e 1,338 0.6 || 105,217 0.8 || Steam boller makers........occooonenn 267 0.1 18, 679 0.1
Boatmen and sallors................... I 1,07 0.5 39, 050 0.3 || Taflors........ooosneo o 1,337 0.6 193, g§8 8’§
Bookkeepers and accountants. 1,422 0.6 86, 206 0.7 'J:extxle mill operativess..... .- 724 0.3 1135, 435 o9
Clerks, stenographers, ote.s.... 5, 234 2.3 200, 954 1.6 || Tinplate and tinware makers......... 532 0.2 BZ, Z 3
ommercial travelers............. 2,979 L3 (2,949 0.5 ?obacco and cigar factory operatives.. 952 0.4 44, 00 -3
Draymen, hackmen, teams 3,175 1.4 300, 470 2.3 || Tool and cutlery malers.............. 242 01 lg, ggg g. 1
Foremen and overseers 308 0.1 41,832 0.3 || Upholsterers.........o.coeemeeeennn. .- 265 0.1 3 5
Ylostlers. ... .. 308 0.1 23, 864 32 ‘Woodworkers (not otherwise speci- 814 03 57,390 0.4
Hucksters S 584 0.3 46,052 . fied)......... P . i .
Livery stal?irédkagggz‘l ; ! 619 0.3 || 24,195 0.2 || All others in thisclass.... 7,875 3.5 358, 602 2.7

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
:%nc{ugcs %ln{écs, cogyi}sw, stvn?{gmplmr? a{l.d typewrétﬁrg.th food proparers.”
ncludes butter and cheese makers, confectioners, an er X . - "
4 5 & g d Jkors and repairers, stove, furnace, and grate makers, wheelwrights, wireworkers, and “other metal workers. .
& %ﬁ‘éﬂ}gﬁg z)&ﬁzﬁ‘g'?ﬁ(ﬁf&%lﬁéﬁ?ﬂsfv%&? Iz:ﬂll opemtivgs, hosiery and k.nltﬂzig mill’ operatives, stk mill operatives, woolen mill operatives, and ‘“other textile mill
operatives.”

If it could be assumed that the occupations not re- | would in turn suggest that farmers are not so much
ported for divorced husbands would show approxi- | addicted to divorce as some other occupational glasses.
mately the same relative importance as those that were Simﬂarly., the comparison would suggest that divorces
reported, so that the distribution, on a percentage | are especmllyf.requent among general or common labox;
basis, would not be materially affected if ‘complete | ers, here designated as laborers (not_ specified).
returns were secured, the above table would become | Probably many of those reported I}nder this heafi were,
extremely interesting and significant. It would indi- | in fact, agricultural .laborers, and- it would be fairer for
cate, for instance, that the proportion of farmers among | purposes of comparison to comb}n(_a these two occupa-
men obtaining divorces is small as compared with the | tionsin one group. But, in fact, it is hardly possible to
Proportion in the total married male population, which ' base any conclusionupon figures that are so incomplete.
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The comparison would not be quite so unreliable and
unsatisfactory if the degree of incompleteness had been
the same for all parts of the country. But this wasnot
the case. In some states a return of occupation was
received for 50 per cent or more of the total number of
divorces. In New Jersey the percentage reached 81.1.
In other states practically no returns were received, as
was the case in Maine, Massachusetts, and Connecticut.
Therefore the occupations followed in the latter states
hardly affect the total, while those followed in New
Jersey have anundue weight. Moreover, it is probable
that the occupation is more apt to be recorded in those
cases where alimonyis asked than in othercases. Hence
it is probable that,inanyindividual state forwhich there
are comparatively few returns of occupation, an abnor-
mally large proportion of those persons figuring in

|
|

divorce suits who own properiy or hm‘.v i erative
position, would be represent ed in the statisties Tummtxi.

Perhaps the only safe conelusion that could be e
duced from the above table i=, thata large propuriion
of the persons obtaining divorees come from those et
pations in which a large p!‘ﬂl“‘f'_‘i““ of the population
are engaged. This, of course, 1= very mnfwn»:shn.s
statement, and hardly requires stat istienl conlirnateon.

If, however, we consider sone sireode state w ?3@'« the
occupation returns were more complete than they were
for the entire country, the «uta hecome worthiy of
more serious consideration. The state in whieh the
canvass was most successful was New dersey, where, as
already stated, an occupation wasret urned for SUT per
cent of the husbands divorced in the pertind IS8T 1o
1906.

NEW JERSEY. NEW JEHSEY
e eaa——— d
Husbands Hushands X
divorced (1887 || Married males : divoreed (8T Married maes
to 1906) for having an Number to 18ks) for having an of et
whom occupa- || _occupation: | of mar- whomn ooenpas - peenpation. o oL,
OCCUPATION. tion wasre- | Census of 1000. |ried males OCCUPATION. tion was e Ceryus of 1900, | FE0 FF
ported. having ported. Al orv
an occu- ¥
pm;im‘;l1 to | ¢ 3‘:&'} -
Per Per eac { Per | Yor oy tand
. husband . ! | Nue sl
Num-| cent || Num-| cent Num-=- | eent Num LR fouosy
ber. | distri- || ber. | distri- || divoreed- bor. | distri: | ber.  dwt, VO !
bution. bution. { | hution. bution
All occupations 6,034 | 100.0 ||352,887 | 100.0 58 Trade and transportation —Cou.
Bookkeepers and accountants........! o Lo dm 1.4 “
Agricultural pursuits.......... 402 6.7 || 38,533 | 10.9 96 || Clerks, stenographers, ete.}. .. N7 G4 L -9 R
Cotmumercial travelers. . .............. 119 20 0 Lo 3 #
Agricultural laborers......ccce.uun-n 89 15| 10,014 2.8 113 Draymen, hackinen, teamsters, ote. .| 144 A I E T K% | bl
Farmers, planters, and overseers..... 283 4.7 || 26,066 7.4 92 || Merchants and dealers ceeneed! i TR 21 ) #
All others in this ¢lasS. v eveeeeennn 30 0.5 2,453 0.7 82 || Salesmen......... - (DY SR I UL s
Steam railroad employee 228 | RS R P L 13 M
304 6.5 || 14,756 4.2 37 II Street railway employees....... Hh o9 sl nd -
Telegraph and telephone operators. .. R4 oh ML Yy B
64 11 405 0.1 6 || All othersin thisclass............... Bt LA, Kot iy ]
21 0.3]| 1,837| 0.5 87 | ;
37 0.6 1,813 0.5 49 Manufacturing and mechanical | i ) _
cia . 37 0.6 820 0.2 22 PUISUILS e veiaeniii i b woR ANy 4 d o
Physicians and surgeons............. 73 1.2 1,658 0.5 23 e e g : )
Teachers and professors in colleges, Bakers.....au..-.. ba 090 an o ="
17 20 0.3 1,006 0.3 50 Blacksmiths..... 41 (N 4,008 | L "
All others in thisclass............... 142 2.4 || 7,217 2.0 51 {| Bootand shoe mal 7 L 4| 1.2 )
. . Butchers. . qovvveseennn T4 L2 g i e
Domestic and personal service. 902 14.9 || 59,341 16.8 66 || Carpenters and joins 1IR3 | KU i &) iy e
. Engineers and firemen (not loc { | .
Barbers and hairdressers 80 L3 2,670 0.8 33 MOUIVe) .ot ciiiv i . 45 [{) 18 i
Bartenders. . 59 L0 1,318 0.4 22 || Tron and steel workers....... | 70 L Is w
Hotel keeper: : 42 0.7 1, 562 0.4 37 Machinists. ... cooeiiininnenn. | 100 LR a4 B
Laborers (not ?ec gﬁ 413 6.8 ,938 1.0 94 || Manufacturers and oflicials, etc, a0 1 1.6 2 bt
Restaurant and saloonkeepers. . 94 L6 3,720 11 40 || Masons (brick and stone) 63 | 1.0 LA «
Servants and waiters................ 78 L3 3,442 1.0 44 || Mivers and qUATTYMEN. -\ .ocuennnns 20 0 03 g B
‘Watchmen, policemen, firemen, etc. . 52 0.9 || 4,323 1.2 83 || Painters, glaziers, and varnishers. .... 146 | 24| L2 i
All others in this class......cccmue... 84 14 , 368 1.0 240 Plumbers and gas and steam fitters.. 52 1 wy 1 n 1
) Printers, lithographers, and press- | 1
Trade and transportation...... 2,115 35.1 || 93,346 26.5 44 B 0115 8O 1.3 [ xn
Agents ™ 5o oo " " :Il;ailorls.. iforeensiseprnesavneraas : 1.’:1 | 0.8 wa ""
............... 3 . extile mill OPeratives? ......o.euunn! 04 | 32 26 v
Bankers, brokers, officials of banks, * Tobacco andpcignr factory opera-~ | | i {
6t aeen. o eeeeneeeeeaaeais 79 13| 4,077 1.2 52 BIVES. . oo e eenmneeneeneananannnnn ! 35 | (ORI O C I B
Boatmen and sailors................. 102 171 2,907 0.8 29 All others in thiselass. . coveennenanns { 21 | JREH ; MoAA 140 T
i !

1 Includes clerks, copyists,.stenographers, and typewriters

+ Includes carpet factory operatives, cotton mill operatives, hosiery and knitting mill operatives, silk ‘mill operatives, woolen mill operatives, amd ** other toxtde sl

operatives.”’

The figures in the last column of the above table,
which give the ratio that the number of married males
reported in each specified occupation at the census of
1900 bears to the number of males divorced in the
same occupation, during the period 1887 to 1906,
should not be understood as being divorce rates. For
instance, the fact that at the census of 1900, 92 mar-
ried farmers were enumerated to every farmer receiv-
ing a divorce during the period 1887 to 1906 does
not mean that 1 farmer in 92 procured a divorce during

that period. In fact, the number of different men
engaged in farming at one time or another during the
20 years must have greatly exceeded the number re
ported at the census of 1900. A closer approach 1o
a rate would be obtained by imaking a comparison
with the annual average number divoreed. Butin 189
per cent of the total number of divorees, the oceupation
of the husband was not reported, so that it is prac-
tically certain that not all the farmers who were di-
vorced are included in the above total.

@



The ratios shown in the table have value, however,
for comparative purposes. They probably afford some
indication of the relative frequency of divorces in dif-
ferent occupational classes. It will be most conven-
ient to consider the figures expressed in the last col-
umn of the table as the second term in a ratio, the
first term of which is always 1. It then becomes the
ratio of divorced husbands to married males. The
popular impression that divoree is especially common
among actors finds confirmation here; the ratio of
actors, professional showmen, ete., divorced to married
actors, etc., enumerated at the Twelfth Census being
1 to 6, which is the highest ratio shown in the table.
Next come commercial travelers, for whom there was
1 divorce during the 20 years to every 9 married men
reported in that occupation at the Twelfth Census.
Musicians, physicians, bartenders, and telegraph and
telephone operators have very nearly the same ratio—
1 to 22, 23, or 24. The comparison indicates that

divorce is more frequent among physicians than among
lawyers, and more frequent among the latter than
among clergymen. For farmers the ratio, 1 to 92, is
below the average; for laborers, not specified, it is
about the same as for farmers; for agricultural laborers
it is still lower. Other comparisons of interest will be
apparent on inspection of the figures in the table;
but it must be remembered that the data are incom-
plete, that the comparisons rest on a rather narrow
basis, and that occupational terminology in general is
not very exact. For instance, at the Twelfth Census,
the enumerators were specially cautioned against re-
turning a salesman as a “clerk.” It is hardly probable
that the officers making the record for the divorce
court acted under any similar instructions, or under
any general or uniform instructions whatever. The
term “clerk’’ as used by them may have included many
salesmen, and in the designation of other occupations
an equal degree of uncertainty or vagueness may exist.
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